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AGRI0IJLTIJRA1 STATISTICS, IRELAND, 

1874 . 



TO HIS GRACE, JAMES, DUKE OP ABEKCORN, K.G., 

&C., &C., &C., 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

May it please your Grace, 

I had the honour of submitting, on the 31st ultimo, a Return by 
Counties of the acreage under Flax in the years 1873 and 1874, 
with the number of Scutching Mills in 1873. I now beg to submit 
the annual General Abstracts, which give, as usual, by Counties 
and Provinces, the entire area under each description of Crop ; also 
the total number of Horses, Cattle, Sheep, and Pigs, and their 
estimated value. 

The Emigration from Ireland, during the first six months of 
1873 and 1874, is also given. — See page 22. 

The collection of the Agricultural Statistics, which commenced on 
the 1st of June, occupied about two months. The Enumerators, of 
whom nearly 3,800 were employed, were selected from the Royal 
Irish Constabulary and Metropolitan Police, and, I need scarcely 
observe, discharged this duty with their usual efficiency. The 
various Holdings, which amount in all to about 600,000, were 
visited by them, and the names of the several parties from whom 
the particulars of Tillage and Live Stock for each Holding were 
obtained , are stated on the Returns , with a view to further inquiry 
in any case , should it be found necessary. 

Your Grace is aware that the information given to the 
Enumerators is altogether voluntary ; and I feel assured it will 
afford pleasure to your Grace to learn, as, I beg to say, it is 
most gratifying to have it in my power to state,^ that so far 
as I am informed by the Officers who acted as Superintendents of 
Districts, the Returns have been collected without difficulty — a 
fact highly creditable to the good feeling and intelligence of 
all ranks and classes connected with land in this country. In all 
Ireland there was this year only one refusal, to give the required 
information, reported by the Enumerators, but on my writing to 
the party and sending him blank forms for Tillage and Stock, as 
I have for many years been in the habit of doing in similar cases, 
I in a few days received the Returns filled up, together with a 
very courteous reply. 

'the Abstracts have been carefully compiled from summaries 
made by the Enumerators for their respective districts. They may 
differ in some degree from the revised figures which will he here- 
after 'published ; hut I do not apprehend that any changes of 
importance will become necessary. 



Success of 
the Enume- 
ration. 
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Extent 

under 

Crops. 



Increase in 
Cereals aucl 
Green 
Crops. 



Decrease in 
Cereals, 
Green 
Crops and 
Flax. 



Crops of 
1874 com- 
pared wicli 
Cnna of 
1878. 



The total acreage under all Crops this year was . . . 5,267 839 acres. 

The do. do. do. in 1873 ( revised numbers ) 5,270*746 „ 



Showing a decrease in tlie extent under Crops in 1874 of ; 2,907 

The Crops which, increased in extent this year are — 



Cereals, 
Green Crops. 



f Wheat, . 

• ( Bere and llye, 
f Mangel and Beet Root, 

J Cabbage, 

1 ] Carrots, Parsnips, and 
h Green Crops, 

Meadow and Clover, . 



other 



Increase. 

Acres. Acres. 

21 > 15 n 21j79C 

8,119 
G7,835 



039 J 
65 -) 
4,930 l 

3,124j 



Total Increase on the foregoing Crops, . 97,750 



The Crops which decreased in acreage in 1874 are 


— 


Cereals, 


Oats, 

Barley, 


Decrease. 

Acres. Acres. 

30,786 ) 

18,769 > 51,026 


Green Crops, 


Beans and Pease, 

Potatoes, .... 

Turnips, .... 

Vetches and Rape, . 

Flax, 


1,471 

10,841 

14,361 


27,220 




2,018 


22,411 


Total Decrease in the foregoing Crops, . 




100,657 


Making a Net Decrease in the area under all Crops of 


2,907 



It appears from the foregoing summaries that, compared with 
1873, wheat shows an increase of 21,157 acres, here and rye of 639 
acres, mangel and beet root of 65 acres, cabbage 4,930 acres, 
carrots, parsnips, and other green crops of 3,124 acres, and meadow 
and clover 67,835 acres. 

In oats there is a decrease 30,786 acres, barley of 18,769 acres, 
beans and pease of 1,471 acres, potatoes of 10,841 acres, turnips 
of 14,361 acres, vetches and rape of 2,018 acres, and flax of 22,411 
acres. 



Abstract of Cereal Crops. 



' 


1073. 


1874. 


Increase 
in 1874. 


Decrease 
in 1074. 






A ores. 


Acres. 


Acres, 


Wheat, . 


167,554 


188,711 


21,157 


— 


Oats, 


1,510,972 


1,480,186 


— 


30,786 


Barley, . 


230,115 


211,346 


— 


18,769 


Bere and Rye, . 


9,224 


9,863 


639 


— 


Beans and Pease, 


12,873 


11,402 


— 


1,471 


Total, . 


1,930,738 


1,901,508 


- 


29,230 


Decrease in Cereal Crops in 1874, 


29,230 Acres. 
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Abstuaot of Green Crops. 



Potatoes, .... 
Turnips, .... 
Mangel Wurzel and Beet 
Boot, .... 
Cabbage, .... 
Carrots, Parsnips, and 
other Green Crops, 
Vetches and Rape, . 

Total, 



1873. 

Acres. 

903,262 

347,848 


1874. 

Acres. 

892,421 

333,487 


Increase 
in 1874. 

Aores. 


Decrease 
in 1874. 
Acres. 

10,841 

14,361 


j- 38,231 


38,296 


65 


— 


28,115 


33,045 


4,930 


— 


j- 31,590 


34,714 


3,124 


— 


23,417 


21,399 


- 


2,018 


1,372,463 


1,353,362 




19,101 



Decrease in Green Crops in 1874, . 19,101 Acres. 

General Summary or Cereal and Green Crops, &o. 



Acres. A ores. 

Decrease in Cereal Crops in 1874, . . . 29,230 \ 

Do. Green Crops in do. . . . 19,101 > 70,742 

Do. Flax in do. . . . 22,411 ) 

Increase in Meadow and Clover in do 67,835 

Total Decrease in the extent of Land under Crops in 1874, . 2,907 



The total extent under Crops, Grass, Fallow, Woods and 
Plantations, and of Bog and Waste unoccupied, in 1873 and 1874, 
is given by Provinces in the following Table: — 



Provinces. 


Extent 

under 

Crops. 


Grass. 


Fallow. 


"Woods 
and Plan- 
tations. 


Bog and 
W aste 
Unoccupied. 


Total. 


Leinster, j 


1873, 

1874, 


Acres. 

1,471,860 

1,466,316 


Acres. 

2,637,235 

2,636,474 


Acres. 

5,756 

4,409 


Acres. 

101,128 

101,142 


Acres. 
621,9421 
629,580 J 


Acres. 

4,837,921 


Munster, j 


1873, 

1874, 


1,266,781 

1,272,004 


3,400,717 

3,423,863 


3,811 

2,365 


109,771 

109,253 


1,153,709 1 
1,127,304 J 


5,934,789 


Ulster, j 


1873, 

1874, 


1,810,968 

1,812,466 


2,253,574 

2,229,673 


3,133 

3,635 


61,774 

60,358 


1,190,3381 
1,151,655 j 


S, 319, 787 


Connaught, « 


1873, 

1874, 


721,137 

717,053 


2,122,464 

2,120,151 


754 

1,778 


50,983 

52,132 


1,337,858 1 
1,342,082 j 


4,233,196 


Total, < 


1873, 

1874, 


5,270,746 

5,267,839 


10,413,990 

10,472,161 


13,454 

12,187 


323,656 

322,885 


4,303,847 1 
4,250,621 J 


20,325,693* 



* Exclusive of the larger Rivers, Lakes, and Tideways. 



Tlie acreage tinder the head of “Bog and Waste unoccupied? Iiad 
not any Live Stock on it at t-he period of the enumeration. 



Division 
of Land. 
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Live Stock 



Number of 
Live Stock. 



"Value of 
Live Stock 



The area under the several Crops in each year from 1870 to 1874 
inclusive, was as under: — • 



Crops. 


15170. 


1871. 


1072. 


1873. 


1874. 


Wheat, .... 
Oats, .... 


Acres. 

259,846 

1,650,039 


Acres. 

244,451 

1,636,136 


Aci’es. 

225,294 

1,624,711 


Acres. 

167,554 

1,510,972 


Acres. 

188,711 

1,480,186 


Barley, .... 
Bere and Rye, . 

Beans and Pease, 


241,285 

11,797 

10,689 


220,979 

1.1,555 

10,913 


219,013 

9,975 

11,821 


230,115 

9,224 

12,873 


211,346 

9,863 

11,402 


Potatoes, .... 
Turnips, .... 
Mangel and Beet Root, 
Cabbage, .... 


1,043,583 

339,059 

25,400 

34,979 


1,058,434 

327,035 

31,921 

33,008 


991,871 

346,711 

34,832 

39,452 


903,262 

347,848 

38,231 

28,115 


892,421 

333,487 

38,296 

33,045 


Carrots, Parsnips, and \ 
other Green Crops, J 

Vetches and Rape, . 

Flax, .... 

Meadow and Clover, 


27,712 

27,990 

194,910 

1,773,851 


29,869 

31,422 
156,670 
1,8° 9, 044 


31,196 

30,172 

121,992 

1,8U0,273 


31,590 

23,417 

129,297 

1,838,248 


34,714 

21,399 
106, 8S6 
1,906,083 



Returns of Live Stock. 

It appears from the following Table that the Returns of Live 
Stock for 1874 when compared with 187o show a decrease in the 
number of Horses of 6,677, in Cattle of 28,689, and in Sheep of 
46,907; and an increase of Pigs amounting to 52,040. 



The following are the numbers of Live Stock for each year from 
1864 to 1874, inclusive: — 



Years. 


Number of 
Horses. 


Number of 
Cattle. 


Number of 
Sheep. 


Number of 
Pigs. 


1864, 

1865, 

1866, 






562,158 

548,339 

535,799 


3,262,294 

3,497,548 

3,746,157 


3,366,941 

3,694,356 

4,274,282 


1,058,480 

1,305.953 

1,497,274 


1867, 

1868, 
1869, 






524,180 

524,703 

528,201 


3,707,803 

3,646,796 

3,733,675 


4,835,519 

4,901,496 

4,651,195 


1,235,191 

869,578 

1,082,224 


1870, 

1871, 

1872, 






532,657 

538,095 

540,974 


3,799,912 

3,976,372 

4,059,397 


4,336,884 

4,233,435 

4,263,254 


1,461,215 

1,621.423 

1,388,571 


1873, 

1874, 






532,447 

525,770 


4,147,102 

4,118,113 


4,484,520 

4,437,613 


1,044,454 

1,096,494 




Difference in Numbers 
between 1873 and 1874, 


Decrease. 

6,677 


Decrease. 

28,989 


Decrease. 

46,907 


Increase. 

52,040 



The total estimated value of Horses, Cattle, Sheep, and Pigs 
this year, is £37,225,887, being a decrease of £228,392 when 
compared with 1873, as appears by the following Table: — 
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Estimated Value of Live Stock in Ireland in each Year from 1864 to 1874, 
inclusive, calculated awarding to the rates assumed by the Census Commissioners 
of 1841 viz. : — For Horses, £8 each ; Cattle, £6 10s. ; Sheep, 22s.; and Pigs, 
95s each. [ These rates have been retained since 1841, in order to facilitate a com- 
parison of the value— one year with another. A per-centage may be added by 
anyone at pleasure on account of the increased value of live stock since that period.] 



Years. 


Horses. 


Cattle. 


Sheep. 


Pigs. 


Total Value. 


1864, 

1865, 

1866, 






£ 

4,497,264 

4,386,712 

4,286,392 


£ 

21,204,911 

22,734,062 

24,350,020 


£ 

3,703,635 

4,063,792 

4,701,710 


£ 

1,323,100 

1,632,441 

1,871,593 


£ 

30,728,910 

32,817,007 

35,209,715 


1867 

1868, 

1869, 






4,103,440 

4,197,624 

4,225,608 


24,100,719 

23,704,174 

24,268,888 


5,319,071 

5,391,646 

5,116,314 


1,543,989 

1,086,972 

1,352,780 


35,157,219 

34,380,416 

34,963,590 


1870, 

1871, 

1872, 






4,201,256 

4,304,760 

4,327,792 


24,699,428 

25,846,418 

26,386,081 


4,770,572 

4,656,779 

4,689,579 


1,826,519 

2,026,779 

1,735,714 


35,557,775 

36,834,736 

37,139,166 


1873, 

1874, 






4,259,576 

4,206,160 


26,956,163 
26,767,73 5 


4,932,972 

4,881,374 


1,305,568 

1,370,618 


37,454,279 

37,225,887 


Difference in Value 
between 1873 and 1874, 


Decrease. 

£53,416 


Decrense. 

£188,428 


Decrease. 

£51,698 


Increase. 

£65,050 


Decrease. 

£228,392 



Scutching Mills. — The number of Mills for scutching Plax in 
each province in 1873, was — In Ulster, 1,335; — Leinster, 29; 
Munster, 33; — Connaught, 30; — making in all 1,427. 

Emigration. — In the first six months of 1873 the Returns of 
Emigrants from the several ports of Ireland show that 60,140 
persons left this country. The number for the same period m 
1874 was 45,781, being a decrease of 14,359 persons in the first 
half of this year. The emigration referred to is given by months 
for 1873 and 1874 at page 22. 

Labourers' Dwellings.— It is impossible, both oil social and 
sanitary grounds, to exaggerate the importance of improving the 
dwellings of the labouring classes in Ireland; the Legislature 
has enabled tbe Treasury to grant loans for this most desirable 
object through the medium of the Board of Public Works, Dublin. 
According to the Census of 1871, the number of fourth-class 
houses in Ireland, most of which had only one room for the entire 
family of every age and sex, was ascertained to^ be very con- 
siderable, and in these were living nearly half a million of 
persons. . . , , 

Weeds. — Although very great improvement in the breeds ana 
value of every description of Farm Stock has been effected m 
Ireland, it must be admitted that a corresponding improvement 
has not taken place in the cultivation of the. land. On several 
occasions I have felt it my duty to solicit public attention to the 
incalculable injury arising from the unchecked growth of weeds 
which is, unhappily, permitted in almost every part of the country, 



Scutching 

Mills. 



Emigration. 



Labourers' 

Dwellings. 



Weeds 
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and also along tlie sides of roads, railways, and canals. On this 
subject I have now given extracts from former Abstracts containing 
valuable information from the writings of Sir John Sinclair and 
other eminent persons, which I trust will prove useful to those 
engaged in the cultivation of land. I have also appended some 
extracts respecting the vast injury and great pecuniary loss 
(estimated at nearly two millions sterling) caused by weeds in 
Ireland from that valuable publication, the “ Leisure Hour ” in its 
number for May and June of last year, together with two articles 
on the subject which appeared in the “ Freeman’s Journal ” At 
the annual meeting in 1872 of the Royal Agricultural Society in 
±5elrastj the noble President, Lord Lurgan, ic.p., referred to “the 
“necessity of acting on the suggestions thrown out in the Reports 
‘of the Registrar-General in relation to the extirpation of weeds 
ihey did a deal of mischief, and ho thought they should carry 
(( out the sentence which the old Scotch law pronounced declaring 
anyone to be a trjitok who poisoned the Queen’s lanb with 
“weeds. 



I again beg to repeat my respectful acknowledgments to the 
landed proprietors, tenant farmers, the clergy of all denominations, 
and to the public press in Ireland, for a continuance of the same 
generous and valuable assistance which I have now for so many 
years experienced in connexion with these Statistics. 



I have the honour to be 

Your Grace’s very faithful servant, 

William Donnelly, 

Registrar-General . 



General Register Office, 

Gharlemont House , Dublin , 
14 tli Avgust, 1874. 
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GENERAL ABSTRACTS, for each Comity and Province, showing in 



Provinces and Counties, 

•WITH THEIR 

Areas (including water) in 
Statute Acres. 



Extent op Land under, 



Leinster : 

Carlow, . • ^ ^ 873, 

221.342 acres, (1874, 

Dublin, . .<1873, 

226,414 acres, (1874, 

Kilclare, . . (1873, 

418,436 acres, (1874, 

Kilkenny, . . (1873, 

509,732 acres, (1874, 



King’s, . . (1873, 

493,985 acres, (1874, 

Longford, . . f 1873, 

269,409 acres, (1874, 

Loutli, . . (1873, 

201,722 acres, ( 1874, 

Meath, . . (1873, 

580,083 acres, (1874, 



Queen’s, . . (1873, 

424,854 acres, (1874, 

Westmeath, . (1873, 
453,468 acres, (1874, 

Wexford, . . (1873, 

576,588 acres, (1874, 

Wicklow, . . (1873, 

500,178 acres, (1874, 



Total ofLEiNSTER, (1873, 
4,876,211 acres, (1874, 



Increase or Decrease 
Leinster in 1874. 



■1 



Wheat. 


Oats. 


Barley. 


Bere 

and 

Rye. 


Beans 

and 

Pease. 


Potatoes. 


Turnips. 


Acros. 


Actos. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


2,238 


21,542 


5,555 


8 




9,984 


5,576 


3,604 


21,325 


5,242 


11 




9,982 


5,020 


6,392 


16,273 


2,348 


154 


95 


10,107 


2,652 


7,810 


15,472 


2,173 


124 


104 


9,923 


2,289 


2,031 


26,414 


16,009 


242 


35 


9,881 


12,971 


2,777 


26,326 


15,261 


199 


6 


9,666 


12,228 


9,301 


40,143 


16,080 


24 


8 


19,129 


11,056 


13,909 


36,794 


15,172 


55 


4 


19,059 


10,305 


1,392 


24,031 


16,027 


392 


5 


16,778 


10,776 


1,682 


23,581 


14,698 


394 


5 


16,056 


10,311 


817 


20,888 


. 63 


241 


13 


13,809 


3,187 


768 


19,093 


38 


23 6 


17 


13,114 


2,841 


1,985 


25,036 


23,634 


40 


359 


12,728 


9,802 


2,604 


25,632 


21,727 


38 


259 


12,603 


9,488 


2,534 


37,939 


2,037 


145 


164 


14,210 


8,057 


3,705 


36,830 


1,777 


136 


70 


13,317 


7,632 


1,078 


21,457 


26,578 


42 


13 


17,188 

17,344 


1 3,877 


1,823 


20,880 


26,271 


52 


8 


13,499 


296 


28,042 


364 


130 


11 


12,853 


6,692 


267 


25,940 


325 


141 


5 


12,272 


5,846 


8,791 


50,075 


50,560 


27 


4,997 


23,857 


19,496 


10,865 


49,354 


48,225 


69 


3,721 


24,593 


18,193 


4,553 


26,228 


1,177 


9 


6 


12,138 


5,946 


5,526 


26,046 


953 


24 


5 


11,697 


5,435 


41,408 


338,068 


160,432 


1,454 


5,706 


172,662 


110,088 


55,340 


327,273 


151,862 


1,479 


4,204 


169,626 


103,087 


In- 


De- 


De- 


In- 


De- 


De- 


De- 






crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


13,932 


10,795 


8,570 


25 


1,602 


3,036 


7,001 
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Statute Acres, the extent of Land under Crops in 1873 and 1874. 



Crops, in Statute Acres. 










— 






Carrots, 










Fallow 




Population ^ 




Mangel 

"Wurzel 

and 

Beet 

Root. 




















Dabbage. 


i'arsnips, 

and 

other 

Green 

Crops. 


"Vetches 

and 

Rape. 


Flax. 


Meadow 

and 

Clover. 


Total 

Extent 

under 

Crops. 


cropped 

Arable 

Land. 


Years. 


in £ 

1671. 1 




Aorea. 


Acres. 


Aores. 


Aorea. 


Aorea. 


Aorea. 


Aorea. 


Acres. 




Leinster : 




915 


681 


682 


39 


6 


32,188 


79,414 


137 


1873 


]■ 51,472 1 




S35 


772 


528 


52 


1 


31,627 


78,999 


25 


1874 




712 

722 


881 

910 


2,422 

2,550 


il59 

171 


• 


45,575 

47,897 


87,770 

90,14/ 


298 

139 


1873 

1874 


£ 405,625 ! 




1,283 


182 


554 


404 


1 


52,361 


122,368 


538 


1873 


j- 84,198 s 




1,276 


228 


823 


400 


1 


54,7) 5 


123,906 


365 


1874 




1,642 


1,408 


698 


356 


5 


61,206 


161,056 


2,021 


1873 


}■ 109,302 ‘ 




1,523 


1,485 


812 


226 


4 


62,332 


161,680 


1,664 


1874 




1,842 


297 


946 


829 


30 


46,921 


120,266 


254 


1873 


75,781 ‘ 




1,622 


339 


897 


754 


26 


47,084 


117,449 


210 


1874 




376 


720 


298 


135 


546 


35,336 


76,429 


111 


1873 


| 64,408 5 




318 


800 


317 


70 


379 


36,637 


74,628 


78 


1874 




380 


180 


656 


611 


1,012 


21,501 


97,924 


116 


1873 


J- 79,422 ’ 




471 


180 


735 


535 


588 


23,025 


97,885 


86 


1874 




1,113 


255 


1,421 


578 


230 


73,676 


142,359 


909 


1873 


J- 99,256 8 




1,282 


305 


1,591 


642 


56 


79,479 


146,822 


708 


1874 




2,183 


494 


652 


195 


1 


58,346 


142,104 


130 


1873 


£ 77,071 8 




2,103 


598 


769 


162 


1 


59,539 


143,049 


168 


1874 




1,077 


484 


866 


778 


54 


51,912 


103,559 


254 


1873 


]• 78,416 “ 




963 


592 


884 


655 


43 


49,656 


97,589 


139 


1874 




3,660 


1,155 


1,478 


285 


20 


61,753 


226,054 


612 


1873 


| 132,506 11 




3,643 


1,353 


1,375 


236 


9 


60,525 


222,161 


451 


1874 




918 


458 


690 


167 




60,267 


112,557 


376 


1873 


]• 78,509 “ 




976 


488 


735 


99 


5 


60,014 


112,003 


376 


1874 




16,001 

15,734 


7,195 


11,363 


4,536 


1,905 


601,042 


1,471,860 


5,756 


1873 


f _ Tota of 




8,050 


12,016 


4,002 


1,118 


612,530 


1,466,316 


4,409 


1874 


3 1,33^966 




De- 


In- 


m 


m 


m 






De- 


/ Increase or Decrease 






crease 


crease 


crease. 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 






267 


855 


65C 


534 


792 


11,488 


5,544 


1,347 




i 



[continued on page 12. 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND. 



GENERAL ABSTRACTS, for each County and Province, showing in Statute 



Provinces and Counties, 

WITH THEIR 

Areas (including water) in 
Statute Acres. 


Extent or Land under 


Wheat. 


Oats. 


Barley. 


Bere 

aud 

Rye. 


Beans 

and 

Pease. 


Potatoes. 


Turnips, 

j 


Munster : 




Acres. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


A crcs. 


Acres. 


Clare, 


f 3873, 


6,843 


16,665 


2,646 


851 


238 


28,651 


6,833 


827,994 acres, 


11874, 


5,327 


16,107 


2,336 


614 


1G0 


28,445 


<5,657 


Cork, E.R., 


f 1873, 


13,081 


86,621 


18,575 


89 


22 


39,319 


29,123 


1,040,284 acres, 


11874, 


16,901 


84,661 


14,698 


65 


29 


41,681 


28,176 


Cork, W.R., 


f 1873, 


6,052 


29,369 


6,738 


39 


6 


29,019 


11,353 


809,399 acres, 


11874, 


6,841 


27,962 


5,824 


46 


4 


30,111 


11,355 


Kerry, 


(1873, 


1,573 


25,118 


4,716 


796 


7 


28,627 


6,033 


1,185,91 7 acres, 


1 1874, 


1,493 


25,523 


3,940 


683 


5 


29,872 


6,097 


Limerick, . 


0873, 


11,212 


24,404 


4,410 


77 


9 


25,931 


6,991 


681,112 acres, 


U874, 


11,162 


22,391 


3,646 


88 


15 


25,654 


6,530 


Tipperary, N.R., 


0873, 


4,252 


25,976 


9,791 


160 


1 


18,543 


12,945 j 


524,920 acres, 


(1874, 


4,443 


24,477 


10,123 


125 


13 


18,084 


13,092 


Tipperary, S.R., 


(1873, 


8,791 


36,501 


1,537 


27 


9 


20,468 


9,248 | 


536,81 1 acres, 


(1874, 


11,132 


32,543 


1,257 


50 


4 


19,729 


8,573 j 


Waterford, 


1873, 


12,081 


28,778 


2,117 


123 


29 


15,064 


8,314 


461,553 acres, 


1874, 


13,574 


25,845 


1,243 


124 


40 


15,631 


8,082 


Total of Munster, 


(1873, 


63,885 


273,432 


50,530 


2,162 


321 


205,622 


90,895 


6,067,990 acres, 


1874, 


70,873 


259,509 


43,067 


1,795 


270 


209,207 


88,502 ; 


Increase or Decrease in ) 


In- 


De- 


De- 


De- 


De- 


111- 


De- 




crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 






6,988 


13,923 


7,463 


367 


51 


3,585 


2,333 


Connaught 


















Galway, . 


0873, 




57,681 


4,814 


1,277 


106 


54,158 


TOM; 


1,566,354 acres, 


11874, 


8,276 


55,749 


4,463 


1,640 


70 


52,141 


15,983 


Leitrim, . 


1873, 


91 


15,072 


9 


207 


3 


20,843 


924 


392,363 acres, 


1874, 


71 


13,798 


13 


181 


11 


19,999 


864 


Mayo, 


1873, 


3,124 


68,252 


3,080 


1,642 


85 


61,294 


13,355 


1,363,882 acres, 1 


1874, 


2,159 


68,149 




1,869 


47 


60,228 


12,267 


Roscommon, 


1873, 


514 


35,677 


129 


461 




31,525 


5,570 


607,691 acres, 1 


1874, 


716 


32,855 


84 


488 


3 


31,492 


5,078 


Sligo, . . j 


1873, 


892 


30,223 


1,913 


97 


5 


25,189 


4,140 


461,753 acres, ( 


1874, 


765 




1,407 


135 


3 


24,147 


3,798 


Total of CONNAUQHT, 


1873, 


15,064 


206,905 


9,945 


3,684 


199 


193,009 


41,198 


4,&j'2,U43 acres, 


1874, 


11,987 


199,981 


8,272 


4,313 


134 


188,007 


37,990 


Increase or Decrease in j 


De- 


De- 


De- 


In- 


De- 


De- 


De- 




crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


erease, 


crease, 




■ t 




6,924 


1,673 


629 


65 




3,208 
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GENERAL ABSTRACTS, 1874. 

Acres, tie extent of land under Crops in 1873 and 1874-conftW. 

Crops, in Statute Acres. 



Mangel 

Wurzel 

and Cabbage. 

Beet 

Boot. 



Carrots, 

Parsnips, 


Vetches 




Meadow 


and 


and 


Flax. 


and 


other 

Green 


Bape. 




Clover. 


Crops. 









Fallow 
or Un- 
cropped Years. 
Arable 
Land. 



sros. Acres. 

253 79,000 

267 82,658 

361 103,935 
174 104,005 

632 43,299 

546 42,585 

296 80,213 

246 83,194 

42 100,097 
41 106,599 



Munster : 

law } 147 ’ 994 

]• 339,766 

Is H } 170 > 28 ° 
law f I9C ' 014 



14,851 11,170 6,950 5,923 

14,665 12,689 7,487 4,959 



1,602 539,438 1,266,781 
1,284 557,637 1,272,004 



crease, crease, crease, crease, crease, crease, crease, crease, ( in Munster in 187-4. 



De - h 

jrease, > • 



_ Total of 

873 / Munstisu, 

874 J 1.390,402. 1 
Increase or Decrease 



1,493 


1,074 


1,301 


4,157 


103 


67,441 


221,257 


313 


1,647 


1,153 


1,224 


3,789 


44 


70,451 


216,630 


720 


258 


1,362 


296 


77 


460 


43,686 


83,288 


21 


391 


1,404 


362 


65 


382 


46,374 


83,915 


86 


254 


J ,635 


860 


849 


1,132 


33,864 


189,426 


255 


270 


1,859 


1,052 


472 


839 


37,889 


189,405 


690 


397 


688 


440 


1,295 


272 


57,585 


134,553 


92 


476 


937 


392 


786 


119 


60,701 


134,127 


137 


124 


1,101 


302 


179 


508 


27,940 


92,613 


73 


139 


1,184 


344 


182 


316 


31,126 


92,976 


145 


2,526 


5,860 


3,199 


6,557 


2,475 


230,516 


721,137 


754 


2,923 


6,537 


3,374 


5,294 


1,700 


246,541 


717,053 


1,778 


In- 


In- 


In- 


De- 


De- 


In- 


De- 


In- 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease. 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


397 


. 677 


175 


1,263 


775 


16,025 


4,084 


1,024 



! law f 248 ' 25r 1 

1 law } 95 ’ 324 s 

1 law } 24B > 855 1 

1 law } 141 ’ 24S ‘ 

1 law I 115 ’ 3U 1 

7 , n » n \ Total of 

1 1873 [ Connaugh t > 

3 1874 J 845,993 

1 Increase or Decrease 
, > in Connaught in 

4 ) 1874. 

[ continued on page 14. 
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14 AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND. 

GENERA1 ABSTRACTS, for eaoli County and Province, showing in Statute 



PROVINCES AND COUNTIES, 
WITH THEIR 

Areas ( 'including water ) in 
Statute Acres. 





Ulster : 




1 


Antrim, . . 


1873, 




761,803 acres, < 


1874, 


2 


Armagh, . . f 


1873, 




328,076 acres, < 


1874, 


3 


Cavan, . . f 


18(3, 




477,360 acres, l 


1874, 


4 


Donegal, . 


1873, 




1,193,443 acres, 1 


1874, 


5 


Down, 


1873, 




612,495 acres, 


1874, 


6 


Fermanagh, 


1873, 




457,287 acres, 


1874, 


7 


Londonderry, . j 


1873, 




522,350 acres, 1 


1874, 


8 


Monaghan, . j 


1873, 




319,757 acres, 1 


1874, 


I 9 


Tyrone, . . « 


1873, 


I 


806,296 acres, t 


1874, 


I 


Total of Ulster, f 


1873, 




5,478,867acres, 1 


1874, 




Increase or Decrease 


in f 




Ulster in 1874 


■i 


j Total of Ireland, 


1873, 


L 


20,815,111 acres, ( 


1874, 


Increase or Decrease 


b r 


l 


Ireland in 1874, 



Extent of Land under 



Wheat. 


Oats. 


Barley. 


Bere 

and 

Rye. 


Beans 

and 

Pease. 


Potatoes, 


Turnips. 


Acres. 


A ores. 


Acres. 


Aoros. 


Acres. 


A ores. 


Acres. 


5,772 


81,650 


987 


41 


3,364 


48,812 


10,688 


5,686 


80,451 


1,031 


56 


3,266 


46,848 


10,140 


6,561 


64,426 


335 


49 


374 


30,104 


8,026 


7,438 


64,449 


303 


42 


670 


29,253 


7,892 


481 


49,839 


19 


50 


9 


29,044 


3,430 


589 


50,728 


28 


100 


13 


28,462 


3,908 


1,502 


96,347 


2,703 


564 


488 


48,304 


17,141 


1,334 


96,373 


2,810 


633 


646 


47,018 


17,236 


24,783 


118,342 


1,131 


129 


1,311 


53,266 


21,117 


26,827 


119,413 


524 


195 


1,285 


52,916 


20,201 


752 


25,429 


26 


162 


43 


17,082 


3,358 


572 


24,404 


23 


154 


27 


16,794 


3,330 


2,663 


78,333 


1,396 


079 


841 


35,358 


1 5,077 


3,070 


78,759 


1,418 


825 


658 


35,578 


15,075 


1,732 


61,801 


2,551 


141 


105 


24,290 


8,867 


2,186 


61,529 


1,957 


117 


87 


23,866 


8,570 


2,951 


116,400 


60 


109 


112 


45,709 


17,303 


2,809 


117,317 


51 


154 


142 


44,846 


16,896 


47,197 


692,567 


9,208 


1,924 


6,647 


331,969 


105,667 


50,511 


693,423 


8,145 


2,276 


6,794 


325,581 


103,848 


In- 


In- 




In- 


In- 


De- 


De- 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


3,314 


S56 


1,063 


352 


147 


G,3S8 


1,819 


167,554 


1,510,972 


230,115 


9,224 


12,873 


903,262 


847,848 


188,711 


1,480,186 


211,346 


9,863 


11,402 


892,421 


333,487 


In- 


De- 


De- 


In- 


De- 


De- 


De- 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


21,157 


30,786 


18,769 


639 


1,471 


10,841 


14,361 
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Acres, the extent of land under Crops in 1873 and 1874— continued. 

Crops, in Statute Acres. 



Carrots, 

Parsnips, 

and 

other 

Green 

Crops. 


Vetches 




Meadow 


and 

Rape. 


Flax. 


and 

Clover. 



Aere9. Acres. Acres. Acres. Acros. Aores. Acros. 

541 134 1,262 1,133 11,749 79,097 245,230 

452 220 1,432 1,063 9,182 82,160 241,987 

303 115 1,595 868 9,692 41,772 164,820 

300 180 1,705 980 7,907 42,138 163,257 

455 98S 710 195 7,235 58,849 151,304 

479 1,330 1,043 222 5,741 61,594 154,237 



Fallow 
or Un- 
cropped Years. 



Acres. 

681 1873 



Population 

in 

1871. 

"Ulster : 

• 403,630 



9,182 82,160 241,987 1,306 1874 > » 

9,692 41,772 164,820 246 1873 > „ 

7,907 42,138 163,257 184 1874 J 

7,235 58,849 151,304 64 1873 > un , 

5.741 61,594 154,237 113 1874 > 



479 1,010 935 908 14,' 

460 1,430 1,072 1,044 11, 



908 14,496 47,917 232,794 817 1873 > „ 17pc| „ , 

044 11,417 50,368 231,831 706 1874 * 

1,021 265 1,766 1,443 27,093 67,599 319,266 317 1873 t q ,_ , 

1,020 409 2,240 2,006 22,367 70,507 319,010 334 1874 > 

721 400 055 151 3,454 51,374 103,607 175 1873 > , 

741 494 595 100 2,526 54,569 104,335 323 1874 ) ’ 



415 318 815 783 18,769 36,840 192,287 584 1873 > m 0 „ o 

643 571 1,049 946 17,366 39,782 196,340 396 1874 i 

533 281 775 446 11,557 31,304 144,383 69 1873 > 

462 584 1,050 348 8,691 32,362 141,809 53 1874 ) 



365 379 1,565 474 

427 551 1,651 429 



775 446 11,557 31,304 144,383 69 1873 > 

1,050 348 8,691 32,362 141,809 53 1874 ) 

1,565 474 19,270 52,500 257,277 ISO 1873 1 

1,651 429 17,592 55,895 258,760 220 1874 f * ’ 



4,853 3.890 10,078 6,401 123,315 467,252 1,810,968 3,133 1873 ). SSm, 

4,974 5,769 11,837 7,144 102,789 489,375 1,812,466 3,635 1874 i 1,830,301 
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Number. 



Provinces and Counties, 

WITH THEIR 



Statute Acres. 



Leinster : 
Carlow, . . ( 



AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND. 

GENERAL ABSTRACTS, for each. County and Province, 



Horses, '■» 

with the purposes fur which it was stated they are kept. Cattle, 

, or intended b y the Owners. _ 

Two years old and upwards. Other 

One 

"I ij 1 j "lit u ™ r *5* 5 ite! 

| || 1 1 yZ. y Horses - 



Dublin, . 
226,414 acres, 



Kilkenny, 
509,732 acres, 



j 5 King’s, . 

! 493,985 acres, * 



7 Louth, . 

201,722 acres, 

s Meath, . 
580,083 acres, 



3 Queen’s, . . f 1873, 8,95. 

424,854 acres, ( 1874, 8,63: 

10 Westmeath, . f 1 873, 7,04i 

453,468 acres, { 1874, 6,80‘ 

11 Wexford, . f 1873, 19,16' 

576, 5S8 acres, \ 1874, 18,32: 

12 Wicklow, . j 1873, 7,571 

500,178 acres, \ 1874, 7,59. 



Increase or Decrease 
in Leinster in 1874," 



Horses, 

with the purposes fur which it was stated they 
or intended by the Owners. 


•e kept. 


Two years old and upwards. 

One 

■i -e i 11 2 S'“ r ? ld Under 

n b a a <d us and 

3 * 1 S3 under oue 

§ f «i Sg two 

a || |« years. 


Total 

Number 

of 

Horses. 


, 5,179 


232 


494 747 774 


7,426 


, 5,009 


202 


423 796 801 


7,231 


, 6,050 


9,576 


3,721 744 C03 


20,694 


, 5,714 


9,387 


3,335 894 C56 


19,986 


, 7,854 


463 


1,513 1,903 1,173 


12,906 


, 7,400 


825 


1,552 1,806 1,258 


12,841 


, 11,572 


456 


724 1,704 1,606 


16,062 


, 11,247 


481 


744 1,727 1,807 


16,006 


, 8,595 


416 


612 1,083 1,390 


12,696 


, 8,356 


396 


630 1,847 1,590 


12,819 


i 3,917 


183 


249 911 849 


6,109 


, 3,845 


163 


283 974 863 


6,128 


, 7,448 


C18 


593 1,142 1,121 


10,922 


7,230 


635 


594 1,046 1,189 


10,694 


9,093 


519 


1,826 2,175 1,746 


15,359 


8,477 


585 


1,737 2,384 1,599 


14,782 


8,954 


265 


817 1,373 1,349 


12,758 


8,639 


370 


770 1,528 1,459 


12,766 


7, 0d6 


293 


800 1,696 1,511 


11,346 


6,807 


211 


850 1,758 1,501 


11,130 


19,167 


456 


1,065 2,478 2,299 


25,465 


18,321 


570 


1,080 2,598 2,820 


25,395 


7,578 


486 


869 1.323 1,041 


11,297 


7,591 


408 


762 1,306 1,164 


11,231 


102,453 


13,963 


13,283 17,879 15,462 


163,040 


90,636 


14,239 


12,760 18,664 16,710 


161,009 


De- 


In- 


De- In- In- 


De- 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, crease, crease, 


crease, 


3,817 


276 


523 785 1,248 


2,031 



tl,827 23,280 
:2,59 9 23,930! 
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of the number of Live Stock in 1873 and 1874, 





Sheep. 


Pigs. 






Cattle. 




One year old and 
upwards. 














Population 

in 

1871. 


Under 

one 

year. 


Total 

Number 

of 

Cattle. 


Ewes. 


Tups 

and 

Wethers. 


Under 

one 

year. 


Total 
Number 
of Sheep. 


One 
year old 
and up- 
wards. 


Under 

year. 


Total 
Number 
of Pigs. 


Years. 






















Leinster : 


11,724 

11,429 


48,534 

48,889 


28,666 

29,890 


16,773 

17,601 


27,492 

27,806 


72,931 

75,297 


2,602 

2,530 


18,409 

20,155 


21,011 

22,685 


1873 

1874 


| SI, 472 


7,147 

6,681 


54,502 

55,760 


36,344 

34,711 


22,961 

20,216 


29,299 

26,374 


88,604 

81,301 


2,795 
2,74 9 


17,237 

16,647 


20,032 

19,396 


1873 

1874 


| 405,625 


11,495 

10,630 


85,628 

86,567 


64,056 

67,360 


45,634 

44,895 


57,219 

58,284 


166,909 

170,539 


1,812 

1,318 


11,671 

13,369 


13,483 

14,687 


1873 

1874 


| 84,198 


31,835 

29,700 


120,252 

122,612 


49,660 

51,142 


26,312 

29,159 


48,129 

47,897 


124,101 

128,198 


5,834 

5,485 


36,714 

39,904 


42,548 

45,389 


1873 

1874 


| 109,802 


10,530 

10,064 


69,737 

71,689 


51,683 

52,749 


38,856 

43,110 


53,112 

54,184 


143,651 

150,043 


2,515 

2,252 


16,373 

18,693 


18,888 

20,945 


1873 

1874 


| 75,781 


14,256 

12,936 


58,176 

56,453 


13,392 

14,385 


8,042 

7,351 


13,223 

14,582 


34,657 

36,318 


1,808 

1,775 


12,267 

13,457 


14,075 

15,232 


1S73 

1874 


| 64,408 


6,565 

6,363 


37,498 

39,725 


27,514 

27,003 


5,610 

5,239 


23,943 

24,374 


57,067 

56,616 


1,364 

1,472 


11,562 

12,404 


12,926 

13,876 


1873 

1874 


| 79,422 


14,968 

14,007 


166,821 

163,552 


92,662 

95,495 


62,697 

63,047 


87,766 

83,819 


243,125 

242,361 


2,127 

1,862 


11,949 

12,605 


14,076 

14,467 


1873 

1874 


J 99,256 


14,118 

13,073 


76,791 

78,378 


42,558 

41,183 


25,411 

28,634 


39,310 

38,571 


107,279 

103,388 


3,033 

3,281 


20,749 

24,170 


23,782 

27,451 


1873 

1874 


| 77,071 


15,940 

15,003 


97,422 

97,548 


54,075 

55,478 


50,296 

54,091 


59,662 

64,121 


164,033 

173,690 


1,231 

1,275 


14,072 

16,109 


15,303 

17,384 


1873 

1874 


} 78,410 


31,080 

29,805 


115,361 

120,803 


63,777 

67,002 


32,609 

37,101 


63,074 

59,964 


159,460 

164,067 


8,130 

8,887 


52,958 

54,627 


61,088 

63,514 


1873 

1874 


| 132,506 


18,407 

17,396 


80,213 

81,405 


79,475 

86,999 


65,333 

58,465 


65,044 

72,555 


209,852 

218,019 


3,076 

3,155 


18,593 

18,176 


21,669 

21,331 


1873 

1874 


| 78,509 


188,065 !l, 010,985 
171,037 jl, 023, 381 

1 1 


603,862 

623,397 




567,273 

572,531 


1,571,669 

1,604,837 


36,327 

36,041 


242,554 

260,316 


•278,081 

296,357 


1873 

1874 


) Total of 
LnrNSTBR, 

j 1,335,966 


De- 

crease, 

10,978 


In- 

crease, 

12,446 


In- 
crease 
19,53 5 


In- 

crease, 

8,375 


In- 

crease, 

5,258 


In- 

crease, 

33,168 


De- 

crease, 

286 


In- 

crease, 

17,762 


In- 

crease, 

17,476 


i Increase or De~ 
v crease in Lein- 
j STEainl873. 



[continued on page 18. 



8 



B 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Number. 





.Number. 



AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND. 



Provinces and Counties, 
WITH THEIB 

Areas ( including water ) IN 
Statute Acres. 



GENERAL ABSTRACTS, for each. County and Province 

Horses, ' ■ 

with the purposes for which it was stated they arc kept, CatiiE 

or intended by the Owners. : 

old and upwards. I I I Othe 



Two years old and upwards. ^ 

~1 ZT'~sT ? Id TJeJo, 
I “I is ™ e 

1 lg two 



Total 

Number Milch 
of Cows. 
Horses. 



old and old “ d 
op- , “ d ® 
w»ds. ‘"J"® 



i Clare, . . f 1873, 

827,994, acres, \ 1874, 

! Cork, E.E., . f 1873, 

1,040,284 acres, ( 1874, 

3 Cork, W.R., . ( 1873, 



t> Limerick, . ( 1873,! 

681,112 acres, \ 1874, 
s Tipperary, N.R. f 1873, 
524,920 acres, \ 1874, 

7 Tipperary, S.R. f 1873, 
536,811 acres, \ 1874, 

a Waterford, . / 1873, 
461,553 acres, \ 1874, 

Total of Munster, . 
6,067,990 i 1873 > 
acres, ( 1874, 



Increase or Decrease 



Connaught : 

1 Galway, . f 1873, 
l,566,354acres, \ 1874, 
* Leitrim, . f 1873, 
392,363 acres, ( 1874, 

3 Mayo, . . f 1873, 

1,363,882 acres, ( 1874, 

1 Roscommon, . ( 1873, 
607,691 acres, ( 1874, 

5 Sligo, . . / 1873, 

461,753 acres, ( 1874, 

Total of Connaught, 

4,392,043 / 4873, 

lore., ( 1874, 



in Conkatjght in 
1874, . 



10,894 


363 


641 


1,896 


1,697 


10,628 


371 


621 


1,939 


1,714 


21,926 


1,991 


2,353 


3,725 


3,445 


21,250 


1,899 


2,270 


3,838 


3,883 


14,612 


371 


652 


1,592 


2,112 


14,078 


264 


624 


1,541 


2,215 


11,400 


512 


471 


1,414 


1,755 


11,235 


448 


555 


1,393 


1,521 


11,007 


716 


1,189 


1,247 


1,141 


10,457 


903 


1,099 


1,496 


1,319 


8,841 


218 


732 


1,552 


1,420 


8,597 


354 


682 


1,710 


1,562 


9,270 


454 


1,007 


1,508 


1,190 


8,699 


517 


1,096 


1,433 


1,343 


8,661 


715 


778 


1,368 


1,158 


8,403 


609 


831 


1,443 


1,352 


96,617 


5,310 


7,023 


14,302 


13,910 


93,347 


5,366 


7,770 


14,793 


14,909 








mm 




De- 




crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease 



15,491 58,570 33,081 41433 

15.273 50,3 2 8 39,144 41,841 

33,44 0 99,332 20,92 3 35470 
33,14 0 9 8,348 24,29 5 40,386 

19,3 3 9 81,822 1 2,39 2 25,303 
18,7 2 2 82,914 1 5,523 28,150 

15,552 1 13,410 23,47 1 32,974 
15,152 1 09,04 9 28,708 33,154 

15,300 100,018 20,578 24,959 

15.274 97,099 22,270 25,981 

12,703 32,504 25,548 24,593 
12,905 31,850 27,903 27,459 

13,435 54,203 20,040 25,302 
13.08S 51,625 21,781 24,421 
12,080 44,200 9,778 18,123 
12,038 43,717 11,845 20,328 

138,000 .504,725 106,422 22851! 
186,192 571,536 191,469 241,726 



13,189 25,047 13,509 



16,529 


790 


1,232 


3,148 


3,532 


25,231 


16,308 


783 


1,251 


3,312 


3,853 


25,507 


2,316 


278 


191 


449 


316 


3,550 


2,111 


371 


196 


412 


353 


3,443 


12,753 


570 


573 


1,554 


2,370 


17,820 


12,246 


552 


596 


1,524 


2,347 


17,265 


4,747 


315 


641 


1,222 


1,056 


7,981 


4,618 


344 


716 


1,249 


1,077 


8,004 


5,039 


260 


389 


879 


723 1 


7,290 


4,880 


332 


350 


820 


695! 

1 


7,077 


41,384 


2,213 


3,026 


7,252 


7,997 


61,872 


40,163 


2,382 


3,109 


7,317 


8,325 


61,296 


De- 


In- 


In- ! 


In- 


In- 


De- 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, i 


crease, 


crease, ! 


crease, 


1,221 


169 


83 | 


65 


328 


576 



1 64,83 0 35,909 
i 66,781 35,139 

i 13,84) 17,491 
I 15,6 09 17,075 

) 54,173 32,735 
1 53,096 30,310 

! 26,927 24,557 
r 28,826 22,609 

1 19,151 19,561 
! 20,005 18,997 
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l 343,545 
| 312,954 


1,322,909 

1,317,685 


463,657 

472,894 


185,838 

194,541 


409,775 

406,555 


1,059,270 
1,073,990 j 


G4.804 

61,628 


324,757 

331,145 


389,561 

392,773 


1873 > Munster, 

1874 1 J 1,390,402, 


De- 
crease, 
, 30,59 1 


De- 

crease, 

5,224 


In- 

crease, 

9,237 


In- 

crease, 

8,703 


De- 
[ crease, 
3,220 


In- 

crease, 

14,720 


De- 

crease, 

3,176 


In- 

crease, 

6,388 


In- 

crease, 

3,212 


Increase or De- 
crease in Mon- 
ster in 1874. 



22,354 


165,519 


265,285 


234,093 


211,627 


22,316 


166,521 


258,143 


216,868 


206,651 


25,531 


98,039 


9,124 


2,968 


8,338 


21,094 


93,237 


8,152 


2,703 


7,341 


27,442 


171,070 


133,490 


72,435 


108,094 


26,188 


166,382 


125,415 


72,315 


103,716 


20,936 


103,008 


73,534 


68,706 


64,254 


18,768 


100,160 


73,585 


65,285 


67,966 


23,017 


96,721 


27,353 


13,983 


25,508 


19,971 


93,375 


27,316 


13,355 


24,066 


119,280 


634,357 


508,766 


392,185 


417,821 


108,337 


619,675 


492,561 


370,626 


409,740 


De- 


De- 


De- 


De- 


De- 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


10,943 


14,682 


16,205 


21,659 


8,081 



7,052 43,278 SO, 930 
8,B54 41,919 48,573 

2,278 15,200 17,478 
2,613 IS, 396 18,009 

5,720 35,769 41,489 
5,327 35,819 41,146 

2,969 21,578 24,547 
3,410 22,331 23,741 

1,892 13,552 15,444 
1,680 13,567 15,247 

20,511 129,377 149,888 
19,684 129,032 148,716 



1873 

1874 


Connaught: 
| 248,257 


1873 

1874 


| 95,324 


1873 

1874 


| 245,855 


1873 

1874 


| Hi, 240 


1873 

1874 


| 115,311 


1873 

1874 


•« Total of 
L Connaught, 

) 845,993. 


■) Increase or De- 
> crease in Con- 
) naught in 1874. 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND. 

GEUERAL ABSTRACTS, for each County and RrOTince, 



WITH THEIR 



Statute Acres. 



Ulster : 

Antrim, . . ( 

701,803 acres, { 

Armagh, . f 
3 - 28,(J76 acres, { 

Cavan, . . f 

477,360 acres, { 

Donegal, . f 
1,193,443 acres, \ 

Down, . . f 



Horses, 

with flic purposes for which it was stated they are kept, 



Monaghan, . / 1873 
319,757 acres, \ 1874. 

Tyrone, . 

806,296 acres, { 1874 



Total of Ulster 
5,478,867 
acres, 



1873, 



Increase or Decrease 
in Ulster in 1874, 



'■{ 



Total of Ireland 
20,815,111 _ 

acres, \ 1874, 



Increase or Decrease ( 
in Ireland in 1874, j 



Two years old and upwards 


Ono 
year oit 
and 
under 
two 
years. 


Under 

one 

year. 


Total 

Number 

of 

Horses. 


Milch 

CoWB. 


Other 


» 1 
"3 

1 


1 1 
l| 

H | 


Amusement 
or Recreation. 


Two 
■years 
old and 
up- 
wards. 


One yes 
old ami 
under 
two year 


^1 


3, 21,386 


2,924 


1,198 


1,874 


1,942 


29,324 


65,691 


21,846 


34,764 




t, 21,130 


2,998 


1,134 


1,655 


1,859 


28,776 


63,854 


24,806 


34J14 




1, 10,109 


451 


437 


448 


547 


11,992 


33,723 


9,872 


19,943 




1, 9,879 


698 


430 


515 


662 


12,184 


32,256 


12,180 


20,437 




3, 7,049 


387 


436 


940 


1,188 


10,000 


50,500 


15,064 


23.729 




t, 7,030 


337 


375 


924 


1,055 


9,721 


48,838 


16,990 


23,761 




3, 20,214 


505 


339 


1,288 


1,493 


23,839 


72,404 


35,136 


38,309 






385 


320 


1,017 


1,547 


22,951 


09,500 


35,973 


36,550 




3, 25,924 


1,278 


1,041 


1,704 


2,139 


32,086 


58,414 


1 6,042 


33,385 




1, 25,055 


1,396 


992 


1,920 


2,107 


31,470 


55,559 


18,349 


35,102 




3, 5,378 


155 


307 


396 


486 


6,722 


44,703 


14,606 


14.593 




1, 5,244 


184 


294 


437 


493 


6,662 


43,538 


15,790 


14,958 




, 17,597 


477 


451 


1,267 


1,712 


21,504 


46,590 


14,830 


23,515 




, 1 / 


450 


545 


1,287 


1,865 


21,485 


45,224 


16,379 


23,783 




8,479 


189 


352 


540 


778 


10,338 


34,005 


9,025 


19,197 




8,335 


224 


296 


550 


760 


10,165 


33,217 


11,102 


20,057 




20,059 


619 


533 


1,103 


1,416 


23,730 


76,378 


18,057 


33,432 




20,342 


537 


463 


1,020 


1,517 


23,869 


74,501 


21,010 


34,848 




136,195 


6,9115 


5,0.04 


9,560 


11,701 


169,535 


483,008 


154,478 


240,872 




134,035 


7,209 


4,839 


9,325 


11,865 


167,273 


466,487 


172,579 


244,211) 




De- 


In- 


De- 


De- 


In- 


De- 


De- 


In- 


In- 






crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 


crease, 






224 


255 


235 


164 


2,262 


16,521 


18,101 


3,338 




376,649 


28,501 


29.22G 


48,993 


49,078 


532,447 


,528,136 


144,543 


822,990 






29,195 


28,486 


50,099 


51,809 


525,770 


1,489,669 


311,150 


844,820 




De- 


In- 


De- 


In- 


In- 


De- 


De- 


In- 


In- 




crease, 


rease, 


crease, 


rease, 


rease, 




crease, 


rease, 


crease, 




10,468 


694 


740 


1,106 


2,731 


6,677 


38,467 


6,607 


21,8SU 
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GENERAL ABSTRACTS, 1874 , 



21 



of the number of live Stock in 1872 and 1874 -continu'd. 





Sheep. 


Pms. 








Cattle. 




Ono year old and 
upwards. 














Population 




Under 
j one 
year. 


Total 

Number 

of 

Cattle. 


Ewes. 


Tups 

and 

Wetliers. 


Under 

one 

year. 


Total 
Number 
of Sheep. 


One 

year old 
and up- 
wards. 


Under 

one 

year. 


Total 
Number 
of Pigs. 


Y ears. 


in 

1871. 


1 
























Ulster : 






40,840 

36,544 


163,147 

159,918 


41,481 

38,336 


14,985 

10,009 


40,399 

32,493 


96,865 

80,838 


4,691 

5,468 


37,369 

42,887 


42,060 

48,355 


1873 

1874 


| 403,630 






21,186 

18,840 


84,724 

83,713 


7,710 

7,236 


1,431 

1,135 


6,807 

6,988 


15,948 

15,359 


2,567 

3,035 


13,805 

15,950 


16,372 

18,985 


] 873 
1874 


J- 170,221 


2 




33,817 

30,709 


123,110 

120,298, 


12,745 

12,127 


2,981 

3,504 


12,414 

12,601 


28,140 

28,232 


6,030 

6,171 


25,556 

28,159 


31,586 

34,330 


1873 

1874 


J- 140,555 


3 




38,384 

34,778 


184,233 

176,801 


89,826 

84,514 


33,710 

29,820 


59,072 

58,020 


182,608 

172,354 


3,084 

3,323 


1 7,876 
17,403 


20,960 

20,726 


1873 

1874 


J 217,002 


- 




39,130 

36,238 


146,971 

145,248 


33,267 

28,135 


JO, 411 
7,712 


31,728 

26,620 


75,406 

62,467 


4,017 

5,245 


28,810 

35,804 


32,827 

41,049 


1873 

1874 


| 203,927 


s 


j 


29,169 

25,508 


103,076 

99,794 


6,977 

5,999 


2,068 

1,690 


6,947 

6,019 


15,992 

13,708 


1,738 

2,102 


13,892 

15,180 


15,630 

17,282 


1873 

1874 


| 92,688 


6 




28,387 

27,194 


113,322 

112,580 


22,150 

17,632 


5,544 

3,978 


18,773 

17,851 


46,467 

39,461 


3,749 

3,874 


18,140 

23,790 


21,889 

27,664 


1873 

1874 


J 173,932 


7 




23,109 

21,364 


85,936 

85,740 


8,322 

8,373 


1,549 

1,199 


9,281 

9,312 


19,152 

18,884 


2,639 

2,602 


17,129 

18,872 


19,768 

21,474 


1873 

1874 


| 112,785 


• 




46,515 

42,921 


174,382 

173,280 


23,731 

25,838 


9,639 

6,537 


20,861 

22,281 


54,231 

54,656 


3,499 

3,870 


21,533 

24,913 


25,032 

28,783 


1873 

1874 


| 215,668 


3 


j 


300,543 

274,096 


1,178,901 

1,157,372 


246,209 

228,190 


82,318 

65,584 


206,282 

192,185 


534.809 

485,959 


82,014 

33,690 


194,110 

222,958 


225,124 

258,648 


1873 

1874 


) Total of 
v Ulster. 
j 1,830,398 




J 

i 


De- 

crease, 

26,447 


De- 

crease, 

21,529 


De- 

crease, 

18,019 


De- 

crease, 

16,734 


De- 

crease, 

14,097 


De- 

crease, 

48,850 


In- 

crease, 

3,676 


In- 

crease, 

28,848 


In- 

crease, 

32,524 


I 

> ere 


cease or Dc- 
ase m Ulster 
in 1874. 




951,433 

372,474 


4,147,102 

4,118,113 


1,822,494 

1,817,042 


1,060,875 

1,039,560 


1,601,151 

1,581,011 


4,484,520 

4,437,613 


153,656 

153,043 


890,798 

943,451 


1044454 

1096494 


1873 

1874 


| Total of 

l 1 RELAND, 

j 5,402,759 




De- 

crease, 

78,959 


De- 

crease, 

28,939 


De- 

crease, 

5,452 


De- 

crease, 

21,315 


De- 

crease, 

20,140 


De- 

crease, 

46,907 


De- 

crease, 

613 


In- 

crease, 

52,653 


In- 

crease, 

52,040 


"i Increase or De~ 
v crease in Ire- 
) land in 1874. 


" 


‘ rr ’ ' ,M| 


- ■ ■ 
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EMIGRATION (IRISH) FROM IRELAND. 



Humber of Irish Emigrants from each Province' during the first SIX Months of 
1873 and 1874, and the Increase or Decrease in the latter Year, compiledfrom 
Returns obtained by the Constabulary, who acted as Enumerators at the several 
Irish Ports. 





PROVINCES. 


Months. 


Leinster. 


; Munster. 


Ulster. 




1873. 


1874. 


In- 


Do- 


1 1873. 


1 1874. 


In- 


Ds- 


1873. 


1 1874. 


In- 


De- 




Persons. 


crease 


crease. 


[ Persons. 


crease 


crease. 


i 

Persons. 


crease 


crease. 


January, . 


300 


217 




83 


339 


380 


41 




1,477 


1,981 


504 




February, 


452 


294 




158 


462 


1,123 


661 




1,313 


1,629 


316 




March, 


1,610 


755 




855 


1,626 


1,532 




94 


3,077 


2,435 


642 


April, 


3,775 


1,579 




2,196 


5,102 


3,888 




1,214 


5,790 


3,441 




2.349 

1,343 

318 


May, 


4,065 


2,900 




1,165 


5,172 


5,440 


268 


5,899 


4,556 




June, 


1,824 


1,369 




455 


2,604 


2,518 




86 


3,212 


2,894 




Total, 


12,026 


7,114 




4,912 


15,305 


14,881 




424 


20,768 


16,936 




3,832 


Months. 




Connaught. 


From what Province not 
stated. 


Ireland. 


1873. 


1874. 


In- 

crease. 


Do- 

creaso. 


1873. 


1874. 


In- 

crease. 


De- 

crease. 


1873. 


1874. 


In- 

crease. 


De- 

crease. 


January, . 


152 


151 




1 


1 


3 


2 




2,269 


2,732 


463 




! February, 


329 


224 




105 


4 




. 


4 


2,560 


3,270 


710 




j March, . 


1,578 


740 




838 


6 




. 


6 


7,897 


5,462 


2,435 


April, 


4,599 


2,048 




2,551 




9 


9 




19,266 


10,965 




8,301 


May, 


1,693 


2,687 




1,006 


27 


1 




26 


18,856 


15,584 




3,272 


June, 


1,622 


985 




637 


30 


2 




28 


9,292 


7,768 




1,524 


1 otal, 


11,973 


6,835 




5,138 


68 


15 




53 


60,140 


45,781 




4,359 



The entire number of emigrants (Irish') from Ireland, from 1st May, 1851— 
the period when the Enumeration commenced — to the 30th June last, was 
2,298,526 of whom 1,228,863 were males, and 1,069,663 were females. 
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extirpation op weeds. 



The following extracts from the General Abstracts of Tillage and 
Live Stock for the years 1850 and 1857, submitted by me to the 
Lord Lieutenant [the late Earl of Carlisle, 1.0.1 winch contmn 
much useful information from the writings of the celebrated S 
John Sinclair and other distinguished individuals, are repnnted 
in the hope that they may be of service to all those engaged m 
the cultivation of land, by directing more earnest attention to the 
subject, and imducimg a general determination tomtorp* ™eds 

from not only all tillage and grass lamds.but a so from high- 
ways, sides of railways, canals, and leasts lands of Ireland . 

Measures takeh to eeebct the Obstructs oe Wm* 

Your Excellency is a' Tar ^ 
cultural Statistics, I have, , lowing the extent to which 

made to me , C ,°“ ‘ in most cases, to shed their 

weeds are permitted to gi , ’ ^,1 ca .nals, as well 

seeds, on the sides of “i teg ’to take 

as on tlie various farms . Excellency tow deeply 

this opportunity of a0 3-", a md^oLiderate manner in which my 
sensible I am of the kind and t before the various 

request to the Judges to hrm ^ b their Lordships, 

Grand Juries was received and. particularly during 

not only on the last Spn^ ““ b P y comm nnications 
that lately concluded; and I aa ^ &. and Junes have 

from almost every county, thar 11 to take jjl necessary 

given directions to the County J farming classes which 

steps to prevent the great ^ the sides of 

lias hitherto arisen from the g Eherty of remarking that 

public roads. I would here total th rf ^ Eoyal Dublill 
your Excellency’s observation oa ttle show of the Royal 

Society last April, andalsoattl lamentable prevalence 

Agricultural Society at AtUone jas tc rtteJ i Jn ansver to 

of weeds in Ireland, have had the siag to the Directors 

the circular which Itook the liberty of adaressm n 
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of railways and canals, I have to acknowledge the reeeint in 

h!i u“ v a ? C T’ ° f T’ y courfceous replies ; copies of tlfese I 
have felt it to be my duty to forward for insertion in the Sin 
papers, feeling that the assistance of the Press which iJ i •?, ™ 
been most liberally afforded to me oaTo2Kt 
gieatest importance, by making generally known tile vast injury 
and loss which arise from the unchecked growth of weeds on the 
farms and along the highways of the country. EvIy oWm 
and even the general traveller, must he struck witli tL neS 
on this important matter, which, with few exceptions eSteh 
almost every part of Ireland. P ’ ats 111 

I beg to mention that, having brought this subject before the 
Commissioners of National Education, and suggested to them 
the many advantages that must arise by instructing their teac e? 
to dneet the attention of the children in the numerous s^hook 
Zt r f h °T C ° nt - 01 t0 tlle i m P 01 'tance of destovZ weed 
when found growing on their parents’ farms, I have received 
reply promising every assistance in the matter and i.™ 
furnished to Mr. Macdonnell * the Resident Commissioner 1 000 
Eal7CtTr Surveyors, to be SXted g 

karTed that 8 OOO rfT 16 ° U ^ 1 retum homa l and I have 

cUm^ 

community bt the r advantages which must" 3 arise to the 
ofSmus Smirtl^l *"? f ™ed& The Governors 

The Masters in ,1 0 100 s ' mve ^ s ° promised their friendly aid. 
allv We nnnw Chancery, upon all of whom I waited person- 
and’ l am infonner] S 7 ta cen tJlG S11 ^j ect into their consideration, 
be issued i™ W 'J P° S8 recom “ en fbng that an order should 
use their infliipncA 1 v^Ti™ ° ver t,le estates under the Court to 
from weeds™ th the tenantr y to keep their farms free 

removaFof vroedWo 18 °n ^ u ¥* c . Works have also directed the 

UndEr their ™ tr01 - 

real pa rior S fr John ^ of that * “an and 
Agricultare’ ou^ ■ « kU '^ l ' Sfc 1 President of ‘ The Board of 

XS&T3SM, %ZS^TS,- 1 ■* 

‘may be^resardeWs “ at '’ ra ^ amcmg a crop that has been sown, 
‘pi tfire *».*" cr0 P‘ The destruction of such 

‘branches of the ’am • u ° orisl( fered as one of the most important 
p. anenes of the agricultural art; for if that is neglected, or eyep b,,t 

’ Now Tl « Hon. A. Macdonndl, Bart, 
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“ slovenly performed, the crops may be reduced to the amount of one- 
“ fourth or one-third of a fair average crop, even upon the very best soils. 
“ Besides, it merits consideration, that if weeds are suffered to exist, the 
“ full advantages of manuring land, and many other improvements, can 
“only be partially obtained. Nor is this all: the mixture of weeds in 
“the soil prevents the crops from receiving the beneficial influence of the 
“atmosphere, — sucks up that moisture so essential for the growth of the 
“crop sown, — tends more than any other circumstance to injure the crop 
“ when lodged by violent winds or heavy rains, — augments the risks at 
“harvest (for a crop that is clean may be ready for the stack-yard in 
“ much less time than is required to harvest it when incumbered with 
“ weeds), — and the seeds of these intruders deteriorate the quality of the 
“grain. Notwithstanding all the injuries thence sustained, how many 
“are there who hardly ever attempt to remove weeds in an effectual 
“ manner ! This negligence is the more to be blamed, because, were 
“ farmers at the trouble of collecting all sorts of weeds before they had 
“ formed their seeds, and of mixing them with rich earth, -with lime, or 
“fermenting them with dung, they would soon be reduced into a soft 
“ pulpy mass, and in this way a pernicious nuisance might be converted 
“into a valuable manure. Various experiments have been tried, to ascer- 
“ tain the positive advantage derived from carefully weeding one part of 
“ a field, and leaving another part undone ; among these, the following, 
“ made with peculiar accuracy, may be safely relied on : — 

“ 1. Seven acres of light gravelly land were fallowed , and soion broad- 
“ cast with wheat ; one acre was measured of, and not a weed was pulled 
“ out of it ; the other six were carefully weeded. The unweeded acre pro- 
“ duced 18 bushels; the six weeded acres 135 bushels, or 22^- per ao'e, 
“ which is 4 \ bushels, or more produce in favour of weeding . — 2. A 
“six-awe field was sown with barley, in fine tilth , and- well manured. The 
“ weeding, owing to a great abundance of chwlock, cost 12s. per acre. The 
“ produce of an unweeded acre was only 13 bushels; of the weeded, 28. 
“ Difference in favour of weeding, 15 bushels per acre, besides the land being 
“ so much cleaner for succeeding crops. — 3. Six acres sown with oats, one 
“ acre ploughed but once, and unmanured, produced only 17 bushels. 
“ Another six acres, ploughed three times, manured, and weeded, produced 
“ 37 bushels. This experiment proves, that oats require good managejnevt, 
“ and will pay for it as well as other crops. Ten bushels of the increased 
“produce may be fairly attributed to the weeding, and the other ten to the 
“ manure. 

“ The importance of weeding, both to the individual and to the pub- 
“ lie, is such, that it ought to be enforced by law. At any rate, a regula- 
“ tion of police, for fining those who harbour weeds, the seeds of which 
“ may be blown into their neighbours’ ground, can have no injustice in . 
“ principle. In England, the petty constable might he required, by pre- 
“ cept from the high constable, to give in presentments to the Quarter 
“ Sessions, containing a list of all persons who suffered weeds to run to 
“seeds in their hedges or lands, such presentments to be particularly 
“ specified to the Court. Those referring to the coltsfoot, to he given in at 
“ the Lady-day sessions ; and those referring to thistles, rag-weed, he., to 
“ be given in at the Midsummer sessions. An order of Court might then 
“ be made for the immediate removal of such nuisances ; and if not com- 
“ plied with, the offender should he fined a sum not exceeding five pounds, 
“ one-half to the informer, and the other half to go for the relief of the 
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“ poor. If, in consequence of such a system being enforced, from four to 
“five, bushels of wheat, fifteen bushels of barley , and ten bushels of oats ad- 
“ ditional were raised in all the fields in the kingdom, whose crops are 
“injured by weeds, the benefit would be well worth the labour and 
“ expense, and the farmers would soon find that however anxious they 
" may be to have their lands tithe-free, yet to have them weed-free is of 
“ still greater importance. On the whole, keeping his land in a clean 
“ state ought to be a principal object with every farmer ; and if this be 
“ not carefully attended to, lie may rest assured of paying dearly for his 
“ neglect. But the losses which he suffers do not remedy the injury which 
“the public sustains from his slovenly conduct. 

“ In several countries the legislature has interposed its authority for 
“ the destruction of weeds. By a regulation in France, a farmer may sue 
“his neighbour , who neglects to destroy the thistles upon his land at the pro- 
“per seasons, or may employ people to do it at the other’s expense. In 
“ Denmark, there is a law to oblige the farmers to root up the corn mari- 
“ gold, Chrysanthemum segetum. But the oldest regulation for that pur- 
“ pose was probably in Scotland ; a statute of Alexander II., about the 
“ year 1220, having been directed against that weed, which was considered 
“ to be peculiarly pernicious to corn fields. The statute is very short, and 
“ ably expressed.. It denounces that man to be a traitor 1 who poisons the 
“ king s lands with weeds , and introduces into them a host of enemies ' — 
Bondsmen who had this plant in their corn, were fincd> a sheep for each 
“stalk. Under the authority of that law, Sir William Grierson, a Scottish 
“ baron, was accustomed to hold Goul courts, for the express purpose of fining 
“ the farmers in whose growing crops three heads or upwards of that weed 
“ were found. Such a plan, if generally adopted, would soon extirpate 
“ weeds j and as by a clause int/i'ocluced into many leases (and which ought to 
“ be universal) , the landlord is empowered to cut down these weeds, at the 
“ expense of the tenant, if the latter neglect to do it liimself, it is much to 
“ regretted that so useful a regulation should not bo generally enforced. 

“ The policy of some legislative provision for this purpose has been fre- 
quently suggested. A clause enforcing the extirpation of weeds in 
“ hedges along the sides of roads, passed the House of Commons, but was 
“ thrown out by the Lords. It is to be hoped that so useful a measure, 

“ even on a more extensive scale, will soon be passed into a law. By 
“ some it is recommended that the destruction of weeds on the sides of 
“ roads should be done at the parish expense • others, by the road-surveyors, 

“ and the expense to be stated in their accounts. * * * 



“ Though it is impracticable to extirpate annual weeds altogether, 
“ either by summer fallow or turnip culture, yet the number of weeds 
“maybe so. much lessened, by these means, as to prevent them from 
“ materially injuring corn crops. Two measures are necessary for that 
“ purpose, — first, to bring the seeds within the limits of vegetation ; and 
“secondly, to destroy every weed that vegetates, thus regularly lessening 
“ original stock. As the seeds of annual weeds are naturally furnished 
“ with the means of preservation while stored in the ground, it is abso- 
lutely necessary to bring them into life before their destruction can he 
“ effected. This is accomplished by the operations of ploughing, harrow- 
“ an ^ rolling, by which the ground is pulverized and reduced, whilst 
“ the seeds are brought to the surface, or so near it as to allow their speedy 
“ vegetation. All the seeds within two or three inches of the surface, 
may be expected to vegetate according to circumstances, such as richness 
“ of. soil, fineness of mould, and the degree of moisture which may pre- 
“vail when the above processes are executed. When the first crops of 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



GENERAL AESTEACTS, 1874 APPENDIX. 



27 



] 






“weeds appear above the surface, a second ploughing should be given, by Sir John 
“which that crop will instantly be destroyed, and a foundation laid for Sinclair 
“ producing another crop. Harrowing and rolling should again be resorted Auction 
“to; and in this way, several crops may be annihilated, in warm and ofWeadi. 
“moist seasons, before the turnips are drilled, more especially if attention 
“has been paid to harrow and roll the land after every ploughing, so that 
“ sufficient moisture may be preserved to insure vegetation. When under 
“turnips, both the hand and horse hoe should be constantly employed 
“whenever weeds appear; and upon no account should a single one 
“ be allowed to run to seed. By paying due attention to these measures, 

“ many farms which formerly were a nest of seecl-weeds, are now brought 
“ into such order that the weeds are Jcept under subjection and easily man- 
« aged. In this way the destruction of many annual weeds may be accom- 
plished, before the turnip-seed is sown, and the seeds of almost eveiy 
“ annual weed locked up in the ground, may be brought to the surface, 

“ and within the reach of vegetation. Besides, the several horse and hand 
“hoeings given to the turnip crop, serve to destroy every annual weed as 
« fast as it appeal’s ; and if the seed-furrow given the corn crop which 
“ succeeds the turnips, is not taken deeper than the horse-hoeing furrow 
“ (and a greater depth is unnecessary), few weeds will appear in the corn 
“crop which afterwards follows. As grass-seeds are always sown in the 
“improved districts, with the corn crop that succeeds turnips, no annual 
“ weeds can appear in that season ; but it very often happens in the suc- 
“ ceeding year, from ploughing the clover-stubble a little deeper than the 
“ seed-furrow given to the crop which succeeded turnips, that a fresh 
“ growth of annual weeds make their appearance. To get the better of 
“these enemies some experienced farmers have hand-weeded the crops 
“which followed clover, at an expense not less than from ten twenty 
“ shillings per acre, and evidently much to their advantage ; whilst others 
“have resorted to the drill husbandry to get quit of annual weeds. The 
“ great object of both was, to procure clean crops, each being perfectly satis- 
“fied that if their crops were full of weeds, the productive powers of the 
“soil would not only be deteriorated, but that the amount or value of those 
“ crops would be also considerably lessened. 

“ Owing to the nature of the soil and climate,, many perennial weeds 
“are much more abundant in Scotland, and also in Ireland, wales, and 
“ the north and north-west of England, than in other countries^ where the 
u soil is drier, and the climate more temperate. 



« With regard to docks and thistles, the method of getting rid of them 
“is perfectly obvious ; all that is required being to fallow the ground well 
“in the first instance, and to exterminate the plants afterwards whenever 
“ they appear. This may be accomplished by pulling them up by the root, 
“in every cornfield, when the weather is moist , and cutting them over m 
“all the grass lands before they have perfected their seeds , tliougi cu ing 
“should only be resorted to when the weather is so dry as to prevent pu ing 
“these weeds out of the ground. The same attention ought to be pa o e 
“ destruction of nettles, ragweeds, mug-wort , and the mountain daisy. <vesy 
“one of these weeds ought to be palled up by the root, if that measure can 
“ be accomplished ; but where that is impracticable , they ought to be regu ar y 
“ cut down by the scythe, im which way their increase mil at least be pre- 
“ vented. This operation should always be performed before their seeds 
“arrive at maturity, otherwise the ground may thence be stocked with .fresh 
“seed, to am extent not much less than if the cuttmg process had been 
" neglected 



\ 
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Fecundity 
of "Weeds. 



The injurious effects of weeds are scarcely to be wondered 
when their extraordinary and almost incredible fecundity i’ 
taken into consideration. The following table (with 18 

of the Irish names, for which I am indebted to nt “ 

and Mr. Eugene Curry, m.r.i.a.,) is taken froii Profi OT 

the enormous increase which may result- fmm biw k , Now 

;;^“ 0WiflStabIe0f options madeuponaWom-S 



Senecio vulgaris, . 
Stollaria media, . 
Agrostemma githago, 
Lychnis dioica, . 
Papaver rhmag, . 
Sinapis arvensis, . 

ii nigra, 

Galium tricorne, . 

ii aparine, . 
oonclius arvensis, 
Carduus nutans, . 
vEthusa cynapium, 
Ervum tetraspermum, . 
Daucus carota, . 
Paatinaca aativa, 



Grunuasg, 

Fliodh, 

Cogul-arbhuir, . 
Rds-fiadhain, 
Oailcin dearg, . 
Carran buidhe, . 
Sgeallar dubli, . 
Coinnleach leaptha, 
Luibh-an-ladhair, 
Fotlinnnan, 
Fothannan cumhra, 
Fionnas, 

Roilldith, . 

Carran Fiadhain, 
Meacan fiadhain, 



Common Namo. 



Groundsel, 

Chickweed, 

Corn cockle, . 
Campion, 

Red poppy, 
Charlock, 

Black mustard, 
Corn bed-straw, 
Clivers [Cleavers}. 
Corn sow-thistle, 
Musk thistle, 
Fool’s parsley, 
Tare, 

Wild carrot, . 
Wild parsnip, 



No. of . 
Seeds each | 
Flower 
may boar. 



No. of 
Seed., 
a single 
Plant 



130 x 
50 „ 

26 ;; 
100 „ 
400 „ 
200 ,, 
300 „ 
550 „ 
100 „ 
25 „ 
300 „ 
60 „ 
600 „ 
ooo „ 



50 = 
10 , 
370 , 
337 , 
500 , 
10 , 



6,500 
500 
2,590 
3,425 

50.000 
.. 4,000 

0 „ 1,200 
200 
1,100 

19.000 
3,750 

600 
180 
1,200 
1,200 



“ perfM^The^qua^ities 1 of^ 'seeds ^ above teSf- bliTth^ ^ 

after 8 ^ all ° W ® 1 bllt for ® siv V le V«*, to give W>le for 
W ' Jed ™ AT WWDS EE »-*BO«D BEFORE 

.-7X* "X Iff,; °" “ MED H , EAE1Y “ the ripening proem 

:k and 

‘■™uZn a ?^™lz zf * distanc z "i * Mi hc 

so that a tnlpvnhlo % ' lQad ~ ma y ripen long before the rest, 

“^wedllvaft * T f follow from a May which lm 

“ might in this way be iZreZed^VlJ ““*> ^ ° f V rm f s f 

“190 fold nn.d n 7 7 8e d 50 fold, each plant of corn sow-thistle 
“of 150 /bZtf,” ^ 6 ie<2 ^ °f music-thistle map produce an increase. 
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And in the number of the same useful periodical for November 
18, 1854, another list of weeds is given, from which the following 
are selected : — 



Botanical Name. 


Irish Name. 


Common Name. 


Number 
of Seed 
Teasels or 
Flowers to 
each Plant. 


Number 
of Seeds 
to each 
Voasel 
or Flower. 


Number 
of Seeds to 
each Plant 


When 
gathered 
iu 1854. 


Capsella bursa pastoris, . 


Sraidin, 


Shepherd’s purse, . 


350 x 30 = 


4,600 


Sept. 9 


Sisymbrium officinale, . 


Lus-an-oir, 


Common hedge 














mustard, 


450 „ 12 „ 


5,400 


Oct. 13 


Heracleum sphondylium, 


Goran (or Go- 














ranach), . 


Cow parsnip, . 


2,600 


2 „ 


5,000 


Aug. 17 


Convolvulus arvensis, 




Com bind weed, 


200 


3 „ 


600 


Sept. 26 


Galeopsis ladanum, 


Neanntog, . 


Hen bit nettle, 


600 


4 „ 


2,000 




Bartsia odontites, . 




Red bartsia, . 


400 


12 » 


4,800 


Oct. 1 


Leontodon taraxacum, . 


Castsearbhan, 


Dandelion, 


12 


170 „ 


2,040 




Centaurea jacobea, 


Gob-an-Ghiusain, 


Hardhead scabious, 


50 


80 „ 


4,000 


Sept. 10 


„ nigra, 




Blackhead, . 


60 


60 „ 


3,000 


„ 


Antliemis cotula, . 


Brean-lus. . 


Stin kin g chamomile, 


271 


150 „ 


40,650 


Sept. 23 


Matricaria chamomilla, . 


Moidiur, 


Mayweed, 


160 


300 „ 


45,000 


Oct. 14 


Chrysanthemum leucan- 














themum, . 


Easpug-ban, 


Ox-eye daisy, 


45 


300 „ 


13,500 


Sept. 18 


Arctium lappa, 


Copog tuathail, . 


Burdock, 


C13 


40 „ 


24,520 


Oct. 1 


Sonchus oleraceus, 


Bleacht Elieotha- 














dan, 


Sow thistle, . 


100 


2S0 „ 


25,000 


Sept. C 


Carduus acaulis, . 




Stemless thistle, 


G 


100 „ 


600 


Sept. 8 


Papaver dubium, . 






100 „ 600 „ 


60,000 


Oct. 14 


Itumex obtusifolius, 


Copog srnide, 


Common dock, 


13,000 




13,000 


Sept. 15 


Euphorbia exigua, 




Dwarf spurge, 


600 


3 „ 


1,500 


Sept. 19 


„ peplus, 


Geirneimli, 


Petty spurge, 


400 


3 „ 


1,200 


Sept. 11 


„ lielioscopia, . 




Sun spurge, . 


b24 „ 8 „ 


972 


Oct. 14 


Lapsana communis, 


Duilleog bhaightc, 


Nipple wort, . 


560 


15 „ 


8,400 


Sept. 23 



Annexed are the names of some of the most noxious weeds* 
with compound flowers, which I have been informed by Doctor 
Mackay, author of the c Flora Hibemica/ grow wild in Ireland, 
and all of which produce seeds in the greatest quantity : — 



COMMON NAMES. 



BOTANICAL NAMES. 



1. Spear plume thistle. 

2. Marsh plume thistle. 

3. Creeping plume thistle. 

4. Welted thistle. 

5. Slender-flowered thistle. 

6. Dandelion. 

7. Ox-eye daisy. 

8. Corn marygold. 

9. Bough hawkbit. 

10. Autumnal hawkbit. 



Cnicus lanceolatus. 

Cnicus palustris. 

Cnicus arvensis. 

Carduus acanthoides. 

Carduus tenuifloras. 

Leontodon. taraxacum. 
Chrysanthemum leucanthemum. 
Chrysanthemum segetum. 
Apargia hirta. 

Apargia autumnalis. 



Of so much importance has the eradication of weeds been con- 
sidered in the Colony of Victoria, that an Act has been recently 
passed to insure their destruction ; the owner or occupier of the 
land on which they grow may be ordered by a Justice of the 
Peace to destroy them, and is liable to a fine if he does not 
comply — a course which, if followed in this country, would be 
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gratefully received by the farming classes, and be productive of 
great national benefit, as, according to the experiments of Sir 
John Sinclair, already referred to, the land, when kept free 
FROM WEEDS, WILL YIELD A MUCH GREATER AMOUNT OF PRODUCE. 

It will be gratifying to your Excellency to learn that I 
have received from very many influential parties, tc whom I 
am personally unknown, communications expressive of then 
entire approval of what has been termed by some of them the 
‘ National Crusade against Weeds.’ I also learn, from copies of 
almost every journal in Ireland, kindly sent to me by the editors, 
that the Press has, without exception, given its powerful aid to 
the same object — one which most happily has received your 
Excellency’s marked approbation. And I confidently trust, from 
the opinions so unequivocally expressed in every quarter, that 
much and permanent good -will be effected by bringing the 
present great neglect on this subject prominently under public 
observation. 

In the observations on the Agricultural Abstracts for last year 
[1856] I had the honour of stating the measures taken by me to 
call public attention to the great injury and loss caused by the non- 
removal of weeds from farms and the sides of high roads, railways, 
and canals. I am now informed, that in some localities improve- 
ment has taken place ; but on account of the unchecked growth of 
weeds in so many places, as well as in the fields and hedge-rows of 
the slovenly and careless farmer, the efforts of those desirous to 
effect their eradication are, in a great measure, frustrated. To the 
extensive circulation of the information given in the Abstracts for 
1856, as authorized by your Excellency, and to the able appeals 
on the subject which have appeared in the public press, this im- 
provement may be attributed ; until legislation, however, affords 
some remedy to those who Jceep their lands free from weeds against 
such parties as allow them to grow and seed, to the injury of the 
adjoining lands, the practice of clean agriculturein Ireland cannot, 
I fear, be hoped for ; because, if a farmer sees that the expense 
which he incurs in removing weeds is thrown away, owing to his 
careless neighbour poisoning the fields around with the seeds of 
noxious plants, he will naturally feel that it is hopeless to eradicate 
them, as they are replaced by the vigorous stock growing on his 
neighbour’s holding. With a view to keep this subject before the 
agricultural, community, I, last spring, issued a circular to the 
several Assistant Barristers, soliciting their aid. It was most 
courteously received, many of them having addressed the parties 
attending Quarter Sessions, on the great advantages which must 
arise, owing to the increased yield of land when kept free from 
weeds, as is .clearly shown by the experiments of that eminent 
and distinguished man, the late Sir John Sinclair. [See page 25.] 
So important has this subject become, that for an essay upon it a 
prize was awarded by the Royal Agricultural Society of England 
last year ; — the successful author, Professor Buckman, of the 
Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester, gives the following prac- 
tical methods for removing weeds from the soil : — 
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“ On the Extirpation of Weeds. — Tlie extirpation of weeds would appear 
“in theory a niucli easier matter than in practice it is found to be, for the 
“ seeds of wild plants constituting weeds are so universally distributed, that, 
“though they may differ in kind at different places, yet, wherever a crop 
“ will grow, there also will weeds flourish, if allowed. There would also 
“ appear to be species of weeds peculiar to certain crops, species which 
“ appear in one crop and not in another \ the charlock is a familiar example 
“ of this, as it will often make its appearance in great quantities after the 
“ breaking up of pasture or old sainfoin lea, where it had not been observed 
“ before for years. Evidence of this may also be obtained from the vast 
“quantities of wild plants which spring up in woods after trees and 
“ underwood have been removed ; so quickly and so abundantly, indeed, 
“as to convince us that their seeds must have lain dormant, only awaiting 
“the required circumstances to vegetate. Newly-formed earthworks fre- 
“ quently cause the sudden growth of wild plants, which have never before 
“ been observed in the district. Hence, however careful we may be to 
« destroy weeds in one crop, we shall assuredly have some fresh species 
“with the next, as well as fresh plants of the same, in consequence of 
“dormant seeds having been brought within the power of growth by 
“ newly stirring the soil ; from which it is obvious that weeds are not to 
“ be eradicated by one effort, however vigorous it may be. 

“ The getting rid of weeds would appear to resolve itself into the two 
“ folio-wing heads : — 

“ 1st. Destroying those already in the soil. 

“ 2nd. Preventing others being sovm. 

“ The first of these must be considered with reference to those weeds 
“ which are already rooted in the soil, that is, weeds of a perennial character, 
“ as well as those annual weeds the seeds of which have been scattered at 
“ different periods. 

“ Perennial and deep-rooted weeds can only be got rid of by properly 
“ preparing the fallows, to which end farm-work should always be got as 
“ forward as possible. One of the most common causes of the continuance 
“ of weeds is, that work is delayed until it is time to get in the seed for 
“ the crop, when untoward weather, want of tune, or some other cause, 
“ prevents the possibility of that thorough cleaning which is necessary to 
“ get rid of weeds. Seed is thus put into foul land , which must wait until 
“ a more convenient season for being cleaned. 

“ In the usual process of arable farming, preparation of the soil by 
“ ploughing, scuffling, harrowing, and exposure to sunshine and drought, 
“ clears the land of a great quantity of weeds ; but if we observe the 
“ depth to which the underground stems of couch, coltsfoot, bindweed, and 
“ such-like plants penetrate, we shall see at once that this is not sufficient 
“ to exterminate the enemy ; but, having done this in the most careful 
“ manner, we may observe that there are still spots left here and there in 
“ a field where these weeds flourish. Now, it appears to me that the best 
“method of dealing with a case like this, is to go carefully over the ground 
“ after the crop is removed, and dig up the weed-patches with a thi.ee- 
“ pronged fork. "Wi th this implement they can be followed in then 
“ direction and depth ; and thus, by a simple employment of day-labour, 
“ these isolated nurseries of mischief may, if not too numerous, be recoil} , 
" perfectly, and cheaply broken up. Indeed there is no mode so efficient 
“as this ; and, from long observation of the natural history of weeds of 
“this kind in arable fields, I am convinced that more may be done by the 
“ fork towards the complete eradication of deep-rooted weeds than by any 
“other means. . 

“ There are some of these deep-rooted weeds which axe exceedingly 
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_ troubles°me in pastures, such as the stinging-nettle, butter-bur and 
bistort. These occur in patches, some m the comers of the field others 
m wet places while the bistort will be found occupying isolated spots in 
,, the ° e m? re ? ° f m , eadows - TJ mse cannot well be attacked by digging them 
U P‘ 7? 6 . best I 1 011 op treating them is to regularly mow them down 
when then- stems gw a few inches above the surface of the "round 
The piaumple upon which this is recommended is, that the leaves are 
absolutely necessary to the extension of the whole of the parts of a plant • 
therefore, .these are continued to be destroyed in proper time the 
extinction of the underground stems is ultimately insured • it will not 
dct however, to leave them until the usual period of mowing, as at that 
( time the plants will have advanced to maturity, and tlio leaf function 
have been fully performed. An observance of this law will be of great 
„ us ? “ destroymg many weeds, in situations where the roots cannot be 
got at ; let it simp y be borne m mind, as the leaves are the lungs of the 
P" l '™ ever m suc h oase s to ctllow the lungs to develope themselves 

The prevention of Weeds-so wing.— Weeds are constantly bein" sown 
“lows*' man ^ 01l ’ cuma tances, the chief of which may he stated as fol- 

“ Weeds are sown with the seed for the crop. 

“ Weeds are spread over the land by manures. 

“ Weeds are perpetuated by being allowed to seed. 

,,, “Weeds are disseminated from roadsides, and waste land , or from a 
badly managed farm to a good one, chiefly by ‘ flying seeds.’ 

V of Sssds.—Thnt weeds are perpetuated notwithstanding the 
U preparation of the land, by sowing them with our seeds, is 
^ a fact too well known to he disputed. Six years ago we saw a field 
sown with foreign flax-seed, which came up full of black mustard, - 
«fh2 P n" VT “* mu °k. *° the injury of the crop : this has ever since been 

“ nariu b -t 50me 16 antl haa evou been tlle means of dissemi- 

^ natrng it over a great portion of a farm on which it was previously 
almost unknown. Again,. many weeds are sown with clover seeds, 
llke ’ v * ac \ thou e U they may not make way during 
„ SZ « • 7? if ^ tlle or °P- ma y ‘Wear in some future 
“ 2 , U follows > tbat t0 ° much oare be taken to get 

“ of weedsln 2 T“ ts p bttt liUI , 6 botanioal bM1 t0 detect tbe P«JL 
“ nri7e for a sa Pl<! ' Pm ' S ° r d r seed is 6veu ™ rtb Paying a greater 
„ S f “’ f ^ reYers ? ma y ental1 trouble and expense for yets Any 
“ s^efZ w P roces ®f s ' tberef ° r °’ ^liich can be made available for cleaning 
„ 2*““ 75 V0Tth 7 0{ r tr0m ^ A seeds ““ w ho will be careful if 

“or^rfC77 7« a 7 d - COl !w i° f SOed cIeserves tlle best support- In 

“allow a M t 77 lri , matter, farmers should be particular not to 

‘‘M^ey^M^/Z’ ’ ““*"** b6 ‘ tke 

“no much the custom to consider that the 
<‘he77T ° f T f™ matl0n of 3eeds “ destroyed by decomposition in manure 
“ Si' v ai ' e 30 f when tbe manure has been thoroughly decom- 

„ P the tlerB 0 “ a® n0 doub ?i but mall y are not, and with those that 
„ZT“ 13 to ° nncertam to be relied upon. We have seen quan- 
? P “ Ued dooks and °f orow-gamc thrown upon a heap to decay, 

“ troth Wm dS ?° t,0 tr T* 0 * 163 manured therewith to be fdl of these 
“moftse Z ? e f leated manure-heaps are often covered with a 

“LJ TfS* 1011 ’ t ^ re ° n P mdum enm 9 J t weed-seeds to stoelc a 

Plan - B tendering the original seed were, doubt- 
-Z ed 01 whl oh the manure was made, and yet, 

notwithstanding the vicissitudes they had to contend with, were not 
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« destroyed. Too much. care, therefore, cannot be taken to prevent this 
“ source of mischief, to which end it will always be found best to burn 
“pulled weeds 3 and in harvesting corn, docks, thistles, and the like, 
“ should not bo bound up with the sheaves, but, if practicable, left stand- 
“ mg, and afterwards destroyed. 

* * * * # * 

“ Weeding should be done as early as possible, either with the horse- 
“ hoe, common hoe, or sometimes the Dutch hoe, and, when thus early cut 
“ down, may safely be left to wither on the ground 3 but it should be 
“ borne in mind that if any individual plants amongst them are shedding 
“ their seed at the time, and are not taken away, the very hoeing insures 
“ its safe plantation. 

“ It is precisely in this way that coltsfoot is often much increased. 
“The flowers of this plant appear in spring before the leaves. By the 
“ time the seed is ripe the leaves become conspicuous 3 the hoe is then set 
“ to work to cut down the latter, by which the ripened seeds are sown, 
“ when, if left, they might have flown away to a distance. Now, it may 
“ be that the roots of the coltsfoot — for it is not destroyed by the hoe — 
“are forked out after the crop has been gathered; but the sown seeds 
“ will insure that the pest shall give us some more work to do at a future 
“ tune. The patches of coltsfoot flowers should, therefore, be cut down 
“ as soon as they appear, and by this means we not only spoil the crop of 
“ seeds, but cripple the growth of the plant by cutting off the leaf-buds. 
“ Many other instances of a like kind might he adduced tending to show 
“ that a knowledge of the natural history of weeds is of great importance 
“ in enabling us to subdue them. 

“ Dissemination of Weeds from, Wastes. — This is a matter that requires 
“ serious consideration, and, having once obtained correct views upon the 
“subject, should incite to prompt and energetic action. It is well known 
“that some of the most pernicious weeds are to he found amongst the 
“ Composites, a natural order of plants to which the Sonchus, Leontodon, 
“ Car duus, Tussilago, Senecio, and Centaurea belong. Now, in all these 
“ plants we may observe that their seeds are crowned with a feathery 
“down — the Pappus of botanists — which acts as a tiny parachute, en- 
“ abling such seeds to be wafted here and there by the slightest breeze, 
“ and thus they float for miles. It, therefore, follows that however par- 
“ ticular we may be in trying to subdue them in our cultivated fields, yet 
“waste places and waysides, where many species like to dwell, if not 
“ attended to will ever afford a nursery for many of the most objectionable 
“■weeds. Waste places, therefore, on every farm- — if there be such — 
“ cannot too carefully be looked to in this matter 3 and, if the principle be 
“ fully recognised, the keeping roads in order, especially in rural districts, 

‘ c will comprehend weeding the waysides. W e once saw a farmer employ men, 
“ in a not over busy time, in mowing thistles on a good breadth of roacl run- 
“ ning through the middle of his farm, but, unfortunately, the seed was ripe 
“when this was done, and, as the thistles were left where they fell, the 
“ dissemination of their seeds was not prevented. This, therefore, is a 
“ matter which seems to belong to the overseer of the road, and the plea 
u of idle time should never be recognised. 

“ But, unfortunately, it is not always that these evils emanate from 
“ mere waste places and roadsides. One bad and dirty farmer may preserve 
“weeds enough to continue a supply to a wide range of neighbours 3 in 
“which case it would not seem unreasonable to call upon him to render 
“ compensation for damages. # # 

“ The weeds of hedge-hanks and fences are innumerable : many wild 
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“ flowers, not in our list, by growing in sucli situations, are weeds. Couch 
“cleavers, bindweed, and bryony aro among the most troublesome espe- 
cially when they occur in young quicks. To insure the growth of the 
“fence these must be removed, and, indeed, should never be suffered to 
“ make head. This can be done with a small fork, handled with judgment 
“ so as not to disturb the roots of the hedge. By this means we may not 
“ only remove the weeds, but the operation contributes to the fertility of 
“ the soil, and thus the hedge more quickly overtops what, but for this 
“ attention, would completely smother it. In this case, as in most others 
“it is safer to burn what we remove than to remove it to the duncdieap 
“ or to let it lie about. We knew a farmer who offered his cottagers 3d. 
“ the bushel for weed ashes ; and as a description of the manner in which 
“ a cottage family proceeded to make them may be useful and interesting 
“it is here given The refuse of the garden was first put together in a 
“heap, and covered with turf from the roadside; this, on Lem* fired 
“burnt in a smothered manner; the children brought all the weeds and 
“refuse they could collect from time to time, and added it green to the 
“rest, and, by the occasional addition of turfs, a continued smothered fire 
“ was kept up for weeks ; in one cottage garden was as much as fifty 
“bushels, and the process still going on. With these ashes the farmer 
always did well in his turnip crop, so that not only was an exterminatin'* 
warfare carried on with our enemies, but they were destined ultimately 
“ to be converted hi to food ; and we cannot better conclude this essay than 
“by saying Always destroy the life and reproductive power of weeds, 
“ even by fire, if necessary.” 



And on this subject, one of our most observant and popular 
authors, the late Mr. Charles Dickens, in a number of that useful 
periodical/ Household Words/ after gracefully alluding to the 
exertions for the eradication of weeds, which were being made 
in Ireland, remarks : — 

“ Inasmuch, as Nature is resolved to spread lier carpet where she can, 
“and man knows very well that the green carpet with its pretty little 
“ flower patterns, must be taken up wherever the ground is to be tilled for 
“special uses of his own, the need of constant watchfulness is obvious 
“enough.. To say that over a given space there shall grow nothing but 
“ wheat, if we mean earnestly what we sire saying, is to declare war 
“ against all other growths which set up their o wn claims to the same 
“land. It is a case of war arising out of territorial aggression. The 
“farmers seize upon a territory occupied by various races of plants known 
“to them by the rough general name of The Weeds. The weeds are got 
' under, subdued, in a great measure extirpated, and the farmers then set 
“up an iron rule over the soil, upon which they establish in rich colonies 
“ their own subjects, the cereals and green crops. The farmers justify their 
“ •fr rs * 1 aggression. The well-being of mankind depends, they say, on the 
" predominance of the two races of cereals and green crops. What do the 
“ weeds °are for this reasoning 1 The race of man has always trampled on 
“them. They are the first owners of the soil. They claim it. They 
“watch, therefore, the opportinhty to rise, and every great rising of the 
“weeds is attended with a frightful massacre of the new race. There is 
“ no mercy shown even to the newly born, whether of the green crops 
“or the cereals. Thousands upon thousands of them are without pity 
“ smothered by the weeds, while others perish in their prime. 

“ Let us observe the common case of a fortified town in possession of 
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11 a cel . ca i colony, sucli as we may take a wheat field to be, walled with its 
“ hedges moated with its ditches, and having its one ov two great gates 
« kept carefully closed. Hot only is it frequently in England, and almost 
“ invariably in Ireland, plagued by the insubordination of the weeds allowed 
“to live within its bounds, and to lie there at the root of general society ; 

‘I but it is, every summer, regularly besieged by ragged regiments. There 
“ are tlie duckweeds, the liawkbits, tlie thistles, with tlieir white plumes 
“waving and their lances shouldered, the poppies, reddest of republicans, 
“the black mustards, whose family, perhaps, has caused more tears to be 
“ shed than any race, except that of the onions. There are the nettles 
“with their poisoned barbs, the dandelions each with fire upon his head. 

“ These storm the field, master the outworks, and do not a little mischief 
“ to the regiments that lift their shining spears within. * 

“ It would appear that we are within the truth in saying that, where 
“the weeds are not kept under, there is a loss incurred of one-fourth of the 
“crop. The weeds rob the growth with which they are mixed of some 
« part of the food which the ground holds for the use of plants ; they clog 
“the ground mechanically ; they keep air and light from the young seed ; 
“they injure the crop seriously when there is high wind or heavy ram ; 
“they delay the processes of harvesting and stacking ; and, by so doing, 
“increase the forma's risk ; while the grain that has ripened under all 
“ these disadvantages, goes to the stack worse corn than it would have been 
“ had it been grown unaccompanied by weeds. 

“ The suppression of weeds has been considered m France a duty not 
« unworthy of being enforced by law. A French former may sue Ins neigh- 
“ hour who neglects to destroy tlie thistles upon his land at the proper sea- 
“sons, or he may employ people to do it at his neighbours cost. In 
“ Denmark, there is a law to oblige formers to root up the com-mangold 
“ The oldest regulation against the corn -mangold was, probably, that m 
“ Statute of Alexander the Second of Scotland ; which, m or about the year 
“ 1220, denounced that man, to be a traitor who poisons the Kings lands 
“ with weeds and introduces into them a host of enemies -Bondsmen who 
“ had this plant in then- corn were fined a sheep for each stalk, and a S 
“ tish baron held what were called Goul Courts, for the purpose of 'tog 
“formers in whose growing crops three or more heads oi coin-man B old 

“ "m“tes a clause of a Bill which enfm-ced the e^paSon of 
“ weeds in hedges and along roadsides, passed oui Eng is t 

“ mens, but was thrown oiit by the Lords. Yet it is. possible that geat 
“ advantage might result from one or two legal pi o vision. ' 

“The loss hy weeds in England is not vei 7 gi-eat;m Ireland the fields aie 
“overrun with them.” * 

At the meeting of the Royal Agricultural 
Society, at Waterford, the following eamffit and emphafoe obsei 
vations, which cannot fail to have a most bene c ’ , 

addressed by His Excellency to a large and influential assembl 0 
of landed proprietors and agriculturists : 

it it 5{c- ^ ^ ^ 

“ I know that the total extinction of weeds must 
“and of gradual and continued effort, like all ot er gi > ^ 

“Delhi has not yet faHen-and Irish weeds^are not 
“I believe the one to be as essential to the real reg 
“Agriculture, as the other is to the martial glory and stabil y 
“Empire.” 
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The following Circular was addressed to tlie Maoistracv the 
Ciergy of all Denominations, and other influential parties 
Ii eland when sending them the Abstracts of Tillage P and live 
stock. It was most favourably received, and I nowfep^t it™ 

Agricultural Statistics Office, 

5, Ilenrietta-street, Dublin 
October 20, 1856. 

Sir, 

In forwarding to you the accompanying abstracts nnrl *• 

on the extent of Tillage and Number of T Ivp qS - t-, ob f r vations 
and 1856-which I frus^^lM “ 1855 

solicit your attention to my remarks in reference to the Gai ' nestl - V 
and almost incredible growth of Weeds which is permitted T 1 ”^’ 
sides of Pubhc Roads, Railways, and Canals, as well T “fll T 
of Ireland I aay almost incredible, for it would be nn ;t„ 
our every-day experience of them condition in this * ’ dld . not 
us of the fact : — so important, indeed has tlio snhiee+ i, 7 C e con }unce 
called forth the marked observations’ of His Excellenov'fte’T^l ? 7 
tenant, at the late Cattle Show of the Roval A IS *7 o '? W 
Athlone, as well as on former occasions • 0 l«n J fr Tw™ Society at 
Judges of Assize, and of the Grand Julies „/ 77 MilJest J’ s Earned 

^«™^o/t/iecomhv—whoiu-ethemselvPf,jT^Tt m ‘^' 0m ’ iff ^ emn ‘ 

present lamentable apathy and neglect wi 1 1 1? *7 sufiei ' erB from the 
His Excellency, and of HerMaiesTv^tT t ? a0t T upoa * he ad ™ of 
sanguine in “ 1 “ a ° U °° 

propitious change will have taken , i, 111 a / ew J eara , a most 

Island-now covered t so n mf ,7’ “n f SUrfaC ° ° f tIas be “ tifcl 
rag-weed, and of yellow soarie^Jd 7 ' Jy ,!U ?° m,lsses of thirties, 
permitted to grow and thrive and" . 77, n . oxaous weeds, which are 
wide — would then become what P ? l f ter tbe “' b,ulefl11 seeds fer and 
vamly boast her to& 1 ^tSS^. d,,,8aad ^ “* ™> a ™ 
The extracts which I have eivpn in 
the writings of that true patriot Sir John P™ 7 }”® , Eep ° rt fi '°“ 
great 2 >micwyloss arising from nmlect in ™7r ’ ° 7 7 pr0Te th 

is, however, another reason for u weedmr J weal crops. There 

important national question of the, Ini* & ^ U i te c ^ stinct ^ rom the 
notice of every person ' who if i *? -which must attract the 

the acute pail caused To the ^ famiHa1, wi( * * I allude to 
grasping the corn in the act nf v 110 - US 1 f ai)61 ^ of 0111 ‘ harvests, when 
With thritles * tbe ° rop “ s 

hands of the reapers are P severIlv »’ Ta *?? frequently the case, the 
from several parties of r ZIr *777^^ 1 W m J self made “iW 
I learned, that they would much en7'o° US cou f 1 tles > “d from all of them 
com free from thistles and other we d r 7 do ™ aad billd an aore of 

“ -v <K4 sssrua. 1 ® riss^si: 
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own expressive words, “ their hands were often so festered and destroyed 
by thistles, that they had to give up theii* work.’' 

I would beg, therefore, to observe, that Self Interest, — by obtaining an 
increased yield (as clearly shown in the writings of Six* John Sinclair, 
from which I have quoted) ; Economy, — even on small farms— as the 
children of the farmers might, in the spring season of the year, when 
the weeds are tender, assist in cleaning the crops, and thus aid in 
economizing the additional four or five shillings an acre, which, as I 
have stated, are paid for reaping “ dirty crops;” but not least of all, 
Sympathy for the poor reaper and binder of our harvests, will, I most 
respectfully venture to hope, insure the co-operation of all classes, and 
the continued aid of the public press, in the attempt now being made to 
draw attention to the importance of destroying weeds in Ireland. 

My observations have been hitherto confined to the great loss and 
injury caused by neglect in weeding cereal crops ; but it must be evident 
to every one that an equal, if not greater, amount of damage arises in 
many counties from the shedding of the thousand seeds of thistles and 
other noxious plants, which is but too generally permitted on the 
grazing farms of the country. I feel I am warranted in stating that 
the owners or occupiers of these grass lands are usually indifferent on 
the subject, and object to the expense of destroying weeds, asserting 
that they do themselves no injury. Although these parties may not be 
sensible of their loss, yet it cannot be denied that their neighbours, 
the unhappy tillage farmers, for miles around, suffer from the seeming 
neglect of the opulent grazier. Does not this state of things require a 
remedy ? Why, I would beg to ask, should not Ireland rival England 
and Scotland in the care of her crops? — or why should she be behind 
that best of agricultural models — Belgium? Happily this is not a 
■political or party question, but one in which all may cordially unite for 
the benefit of our common country ; and therefore it is that I respect- 
fully ask for your influence and friendly co-operation to aid in eradi- 
cating weeds from the farms of Ireland. To those who feel an interest 
in the progress of the country, it will, no doubt, be gratifying to learn 
that instruction as to the importance of destroying Weeds will in future 
form part of the educational course in the National schools, as well as 
in those in connexion with the Church Education Society and other 
influential bodies ; from which it is to be hoped much benefit may arise 
to the farming classes of the country. 

I take this opportunity of stating how deeply sensible I am of the 
kind and valuable assistance afforded to me, during the last six years, 
by the magistracy and clergy of all denominations, and by the public 
press of Ireland, in reference to the collection of these statistics. It 
also affords me the greatest satisfaction to express my obligations to my 
intelligent fellow-countrymen, the Tenant Farmers of Ireland, for theii' 
generous confidence, and the readiness with which they have given to 
the Enumerators the required information respecting their Stock and 
Tillage — an honourable example, well worthy of imitation by the farming 
classes in England. 

I trust the importance of the subject to which I have now taken the 
liberty of calling your attention, will plead my excuse for troubling you 
at such length. 

I am, Sir, your faithful servant, 

William Donnelly, Registrar-General . 

To 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




38 



AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, TRIO LAND. 



The following extracts on the subject of the almost incredible 
growth of weeds which prevails hi Ireland, are taken f“e 
Leisure TIour for the months of May and June, 1S73 - 



HUSH ACtllHJ ULTUlUi 

“ Evol 7 t^dlor must ho astonished at the neglect and waste of natural 
resources. Bven m the pasture lands, in which Ireland most creek the 
spontaneous hbcrality of the soil scorns to induce the greater “dofeuce 

EitoSSTr w : a ; d of “V™ ,K » n »* »«odm % 4t™ 

land to gmss, for it is only recently that the trade in grass seeds has 
assnmed any dimensions. Hay-making, ns generally conXcted is a 
slovenly operation, though lahour has heon so abundant Cut too late 
1 saw the grass often left in small cooks, to ho drench" hyXXautuX 

Sfait S ° 0 I d B ' V ° et Ilay X l0,£ " -t 

a held with T "* S T h ? count, 'y for ™'«- I saw two men to 
Xot lto I e» y k I n T“ S ‘'T 1 KV S™ rt - Hnd I been travolling 
atoot 01 m a cai, and not m a railway earriago, I would have soudit an 

cronX "m 80 ,f'T 8 ° a Sigllt - Hnd t]la ragwort boon sow?r as a 
scythes! {““r 0,osor ' so . "* “*“>% t» ho mown with 

only aii extreme ill ,ls , oddc '' f or ™y Irish animal 1 I suspect it was 

conuX to Sm Xu °‘ tho ’""““e >**> of the agriculture too 
common m Ireland. The amount of woods is a national dism-w Tt 
not uncommon to see a ton of weeds in a dozen tons of w" Many a 

kelp toXXXuTh , W! ' 0| ° IT™ 1 ' ■'* hhiglaud. Small tenants 

receptacle for ill ti 1 " y fl Ug ( ' t hewu with grass seeds, and it becomes the 
SX Jd^e WCC,ls 0f Iuld then spreads 

cleaned Smolcnio- h ^ Cl ‘°l w ln*ul in Holdom Hiiiliciontly 

Wlt T‘ ,l,Kl W!wlH «• ™*oly *>»• If the 

XZS, t v' ,lg groon but poor. I am mro it L no 

a million and a 1 ‘ If T r ** d( i'T ^" 6 ’“ lu Poland from weeds is ohm 

OnV V““ 7 “" hss 

expended , uTZt i <W| « 0 rf I™d vast sums liavo been 
oven in land XT , S ?° d “fanout with wonderful results. But 
scouring ditehes 1 1 °’ 011 c f lmcd there is too general carelessness in 

toT™elXh^T X e ?P mS I 10 ,* of dear. It is better 

of weeds the m «i- ' , c , ? S c !°Ti d ' I 11 this matter, as in the curae 
progress un hill' wn v’ ”1? '“kits of tho people make agricultural 
ISSnZ, &Z h: f adfe “ es «» *1*0 everywhere ovtoent. The 
enormous and it is n <0straotlon of h 1 ' 01 ' 1100 through this cause are 
of hXXy tX J ? SOm '°° ° f “wSm “X ill-will Want 

husbandry 3 " -TjvT j ° f ? cJS? aGooullt for all the backwardness of Irish 

mtorljhw '(HTEng^a’r ^ ^ 
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GENERAL ABSTRACTS, 1S74. — APPENDIX, 39 

The following remarks on the subject of weeds in Ireland are 
extracted from the Freeman’s Journal : — 

29th September, 1873. 

<1 think Mr. Donnelly has done good service in republishing, as an 
“ Appendix to Ms Agricultural Statistics, a collection of opinions on the 
“poverty caused by the universal flourishing of weeds throughout this 
“ country. It is impossible to deny the accuracy of the statement that, 
“ so far as weeds are concerned, Ireland is the wealthiest country m the 
u ir , m -ld. If we walk by a rural river, we see the bed covered with weeds 
ii taller than a man. If we look at those useless and wasteful ditches 
ii which divide one farm from another, the glaring yellow of the blooming 
ii weed meets the eye everywhere. If we glance at the slopes which run 
II a i 0B g a line of railway, we can see the noxious weed in full vigour. 
“Fine crops are smothered by the myriad seeds which are borne along 
“on every wind. The good farmer is worried and deprived of the just 
“ fruits of his skill and labour by the mere fact of bad neighbourhood. 
ii The evil is almost universal. Every visitor to the country notices it, 
ii wonders at it, complains of it. Every book of observation taunts us 
ii with our slovenliness in this inexcusable matter ; we dare not deny the 
, “ fact and we do nothing to remove the blot. Mr. Donnelly quotes Sir 

II John Sinclair, Lord Carlisle, Charles Dickens, Dr. Macauley, and the 
“ Freeman's Journal, in support of his ‘Ckusade against Weeds.’ For 
ii om . part we trust his efforts, which in this direction have been un- 
ii ceasin", will have proper influence in enlisting the landlord, the county 
« surveyor, the police iincl the people in si compact force which shall 
« have for purpose the extirpation of this scandalous reproach.” 



8th July, 1874 

■■ Uow, that the Grand Juries of Ireland are being assembled for the 
:l despatch of their important public duties, it is not an inopportune 
| time to call the attention of those influential bodies to a matter which, 
‘though frequently brought before them already, has not hitherto 
! ‘ received that serious and practical consideration to which it is entitled. 

“ We refer to the prevailing negligence which still allows a vast growtjj 
“ of weeds to deface the agriculture of the country, and to mar m a 
“ degree much larger than, is popularly known the results of the cultiva- 
“ tion. of the soil of Ireland. The retnrns of our capable mid careful 
“Registrar-General, Mr. Donnelly, furnish some very staking figures 
“ on this head. In this gentleman’s annual report we are able to trace 
“ the consequences of a defect of system which has been long the blot of 
“ Irish farming. It is evident to any person of observant habits who 
“ may chance to pass through three-fourtlis of the island that the i farm- 
“ ing of the land is to a great extent slovenly and wasteful. Not onlj 
“ are weeds allowed to flourish rankly in the i ditches the dw( 
“ fields, in furrows and between drills, but they are all too often per 
“ mitted to grow with the crop, stifling it with then- luxui-^ce and 
“ absorbing its nourishment from the sod, till, when at last an effort is 
“ made to remove them, the growing plants show starved, rtickly , am 
“discoloured. We do not want to exaggerate. ^re 1 , 

“ good farming in this country— the spirit of enlightenment has spiead 
“and is spreading— but there is more backwardness than there ought 
“ be, above all in the indifference with respect to the worst enemy of 
“ legitimate vegetation— the weed. Nothing is moie common than 
“ young cornfield the natural green of which is converted into flamm 0 
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“yollow by the preponderance of foreign <nwths P n+ .,*„ . , 

“ fo V ,ld <*1™% *rty- a particular fault* arising “® 

misapprehension is the custom of lemma the mods to rem ° 

‘ have grown thick enough and large cough to 
the om weeding mm, chan the field. But before thcv 
this stage, permitted them by a custom hi.diW ■ rewiled 

;; rude, happy-go-lucky methods 3 of rf «* 

serious injury on the crop There is y uiilict the most 

^grioultlni /The gigantic"' diS? the” ZT « T 
, ™'e rearlside traverses, which abound in Ireland are 1 ? tIle 
“ else. But, besides the waste of siS eamsed 1 w t W f? Imcl .™^ere 
“ ‘liberate loss in the ‘ headlands, ' which are left to 1 ’ ^t-n “ more 
“ends of the sown or planted ground Th » JfL re ™^ ied at tlle 
;; often discussed that It may s?em a we.S 0 Ie ' 
now, but we are induced to do so by the fact tint WP l efei to 1 lt 
“received letters from tourists and visitors to Trot T bay f re cently 
“absolutely ashamed to publish so s Zn“ tT, " wbldl »™ 

“our want of thrift, neatness, ’and 'cleanliim s t 0 ur ft!"”®* T" 
“correspondent, who is not liv tlm ,! f 1 0 fanning. One 

“ fbat much of the remedy lies with th/cVnu i'”t 8 ™’ “ “H™ 

“compose them. These gLtlemen n„ v l 17 J " nra ’. or those who 
“amount of influence in the loooli^tl 0 y fc 8 -* 

lower to impress upon those in their einployi uXt as well as ” 
“tenantry, the lesson of clean fnrinim, .,l/».yb as well as upon then- 
“of the ground in their occupation f " °> , l tlv n.tKai of as much 

“ "He fa. The law calls upon read contaoto« to * 1 OUgll ‘ SOok , et or » 

“ the roadway, and this tliev niurlif \ ' * 1 ' S tnic,110V0 weeds from 

“> iH example 

suggests, with a great deal of , 1 Anothoi correspondent 
“such as railway rempanies who hold ^T°“ > mt P ubHo b °‘ b ^ 
“possession, might hi to sS ZLZ 'fP a cxtent <* « intheh- 
“ tant subject. As it is the LtJ i * h- 1< l? aS u ^ on ^ lls m °at impor- 
“ railway companies exhibit a di^nm 1 ° l ’ tlcu ^ ure agriculture of the 
“ wayside stati^the pll™ St , ***** to some 
“ with wealtli of well-tended roses tl dings of which are beautiful 
“potatoes, or vegetable^ a ^'Z ' ,<J found “ I** of coin or 

“ matter of fact, the loss caused hvw y oi S ° le f° 1 ’ wcec,s a,ld dirt - As a 
“periodicals have described thowLls inlrehm^ “ im ? enS , 0 ' English 
“Mr. Donnelly’s reports s«b<tf<*»+ 1 \,+ , ie ^ in ^ as ft national disgrace.* 
"and a real one, Tins is an evil, 

“ most emphatic acknowledgments f „ ‘ 6 ]?; e S“ tr,ir -6enoi-al deserves the 
“sc,dous efforts to end what i?nor„hi , m00EIRMrt . unwearied, and 
“ culture, but the greatest imnedimoirf re u’° , gre “ test b]ot °» Irish agri- 
“He has recommended tint child™ lta development and prosperity, 

“necessity of destroy weed Thfe is b ° ills “ * * 

“ be made a speraaltyof the National <w re ox “ lltmt advice, and ought 
“ that the loss to Irela ndamiualti fro ^^ng- WIlen Jt is IcM ™ 

“ one and a half to three millions Mee<£s W es ? ma!ed at from 
“commendable action of the Eegi8trar t f&u° lU 'i 1 ' eaC i eiS wil1 OTVn tIlat tbe 
“ energetically seconded bv all wlm' 1 " De f a } ong bt *° be earnestly and 
“nation.” y 1111 wbo W heart fl le interests of the 
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